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Burundi 


Former President Bagaza ‘Still in Uganda’ 
EA180121 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 17 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] President Habyarimana this morning 
received three ambassadors who came to present their 
credentials, namely the Libyan ambassador, Mr Mustafa 
Masud (Al-Geluchi), that of Algeria, Mr (Lallah) 
Muhammad, and the Burundi ambassador, Mr Canesius 
Sambira. [passage omitted] 


Finally, the Burundi ambassador stressed the willingness 
of the new Burundi regime to pursue and reinforce the 
relations of friendship and cooperation between the two 
countries. Moreover, he declared that contrary to recent 
rumors, Burundi ex-president Jean-Baptiste Bagaza is 
still in Uganda. 


Cameroon 


National Assembly Adopts Bill on Elections 
AB181218 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 17 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] The next legislature will comprise 180 depu- 
ties. Henceforth, the president of the Republic is autho- 
rized, if he deems it necessary, to call for presidential 
elections. These were the amendments made to the 
Constitution at the extraordinary session of the National 
Assembly which ended this afternoon. Our deputies also 
adopted a bill on the length of their term of office. 
Legislative elections will be held on 24 April 1988. 
Undoubtedly, the laws adopted this afternoon mark a 
turning point in our democratization process. 


The various reperts presented this afternoon are 
unequivocal. They are aimed not only at establishing a 
presidential regime that is more adapted to our realities, 
but also at restoring the balance of power, as part of our 
cemocratic system. These amendments to Articles 7 and 
12 of the Constitution are part of the same philosophy. 
The aim being sought here is to harmonize the various 
national elections, thus enabling us to save money and 
energy, as well as harmonizing the terms of office of the 
various constitutional bodies—that is the term of office 
of the president of the Republic and that of the N. iional 
Assembly. [passage omitted] 


The increase in the number of seats at the National 
Assembly is in the public interest. The decision takes 
into account the demographic growth and the need to 
meet the demands of our democratic option. Also, the 
representation of the various areas of the couniry will be 
better ensured within the National Assembly. Therefore, 
it will be possible for the Assembly to better serve the 
interests of the people and to keep them better informed 
concerning the development of the socioeconomic situ- 
ation of the country. [passage omitted] 
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‘Stiff Rules For Candidates 
AB181627 BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa”’ program] 


[Text] Would-be candidates for Cameroon’s forthcoming 
elections in June are not going to have an easy time of it. 
Although the country is a one-party state, President Paul 
Biya has issued a new set of stiff regulations and qualifica- 
tions for anyone wanting to stand in the elections. And the 
candidates have been given less than a week to comply with 
the rules. From Douala, Victor Epie- Ngume cabled this 
report: 


[Begin recording] According to President Biya’s order 
issued earlier this week, all parliamentary aspirants must 
have been members of the country’s only party, the 
Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement or CPDM, 
for at least 18 months. At the same time, they must also 
relinquish any position they may be holding in the party 
itself, the public service, or the traditional administra- 
tion. Up till now, only members of parliament who were 
civil servants were required to be on compulsory leave 
from their jobs throughout their 5-ycar term of office. 
They had to choose between the salaries attached to their 
former jobs and their allowance for being an MP. 


As for the recent council elections, there will be no private 
or individual candidates. All candidates from a given con- 
stituency must be presented on a single list. Each nominee 
must have paid all his taxes, he must pzy a non-refundable 
fee of 150,000 CFA francs or around 300 pounds, and must 
have his main residence in the constituency nominating 
him. According to the new order, the composition of each 
constituency list must reflect concern for national unity and 
integration. The lists will be screened by a 10-man body 
picked from the party’s Central Committee which reserves 
the right to replace undesirable candidates with any other of 
its own choice. The electoral campaign will be organized by 
the Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement and no 
individual will be allowed to carry out any form of propa- 
ganda. [end recording] 


Biya Speech Televised 
AB190729 Paris AFP in English 
0709 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Yaounde, March 19 (AFP)—President Paul Biya 
has called early presidential on April 24 at the same time 
as legislative elections. [sentence as received] 


In a televised speech Friday [18 March] night, the 
Cameroon leader did not say whether he would stand for 
a fresh term in the poll, which would normally have been 
held in January 1989. The National Assembly earlier this 
week voted in a special session to make the change 
possible. The presidential election will take place on the 
same day as polls to elect a new parliament with the 
number of deputies expanded from 13C to 180. 
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Justifying the bringing forward of the presidential hust- 
ings, Mr. Biya said he believed it was “not good to set the 
country in @ permanent election campaign.” 


Central African Republic 


Minister, SFRY Envoy Discuss Cooperation 
AB!81319 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The strengthening of bilateral commercial rela- 
tions was the main issue discussed yesterday morning by 
Timothe Marboua, minister of commerce, industry, and 
small- and medium-scale enterprises, and Belgun Krasnisky, 
the Yugoslav charge d'affaires in Bangui. The diplomat 
conveyed to Minister Marboua the invitation of his Yugos- 
lav counterpart to visit his country. This visit, the date of 
which is yet to be announced, will take place next month. 


Mr Krasnisky also informed the commerce minister of the 
upcoming arrivai in the country of a delegation of Yugoslav 
businessmen that will take this opportunity to visit some 
potential economic projects in our country. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Zaire 


Measures Taken To Halt Drop in Currency Value 
AB201134 Paris AFP in French 1251 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Kinshasa, 19 Mar (AFP}—The Zairian Cabinet (Ex- 
ecutive Council) yesterday decided to set up a body in 
charge of monitoring the exchange rate of the Zaire currency 
in order to “stabilize its drop in value” as compared with 
the parallel market and foreign exchange rates. This deci- 
sion, which was published in Kinshasa this morning, follows 
a fall in the rate of the Zaire which has reached 30 percent 
on the parallel market. This currency, which has been 
floating since the 1983 reform, depreciated by 90 percent 
last year in comparison to the U.S. dollar and by 220 
percent in relation to the Belgian franc, it is stressed in 
Kinshasa. 


According to the communique issued by the cabinet, the 
committee will be under the supervision of the Ministry of 
Finance and will include the Departments of Agriculture, 
Planning, Economy, Industry, Mines, and Energy, as well as 
the Bank of Zaire, which will serve as chairman. 


“The committee will present a monthly report to the 
Executive Council on the behavior of the Zairian cur- 
rency,” the communique added. 
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As part of efforts to strengthen its currency, the Cabinet also 
decided to adopt “precise and concrete” measures, which 
include the revision of the laws governing exchange opera- 
tions in banks; the revision and harmonization of interest 
rates; the reopening of foreign exchange bureaus (especially 
at the airport); and the rationalization of petroleum product 
imports. 


In its recommendations the cabinet also called for a stop to 
fraudulent exports “particularly that of precious gems and 
metals through better monitoring of activities of the gold 
and diamond companies.” The Cabinet also decided to 
reduce from 20 to 9 the number of diamond companies and 
from 7 to 4 the number of gold companies. Finally, the 
communique stated, the deposit and annual tax on gold and 
diamonds has been increased to $100,000 each. 


It is said in Kinshasa that these decisions were made a week 
after the speech of the Zairian president, Marshal Mobutu 
Sese Seko, at the Cabinet meeting in which he condemned 
“the misinterpretation of economic liberalism, which, in 
view of the way it is currently implemented, could drag the 
country into a disastrous socioeconomic situation.” The 
president cited the example of three sectors affected by these 
problems: the sale of precious stones, the supply of petro- 
leum products, and the policy of price fixation. 


Biography of French Special Advisor Given 
AB181446 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] Zairian President Mobutu Sese Seko is stil visiting 
some African countries. After Gabon, Togo, and Senegal, 
the Zairian leader arrived in Morocco yesterday for a 
private visit. It is believed that he will no doubt discuss 
security issues with his Moroccan counterpart, particularly 
since he has just appointed General Jannou Lacaze, the 
former chief of staff of the French Armed Forces, special 
adviser. 


Even though the appointment of Gen Jannou Lacaze is yet 
to be officially announced, it is known that it falls in line 
with the reorganization of the Zairian Armed Forces. Here 
is a short profile of the man: Since he retired in 1985, Gen 
Lacaze has been special adviser to French Defense Minister 
for military relations with African countries linked to 
France by defense agreements. Gen Lacaze’s first mission 
will no doubt consist in studying the concrete means to 
make of the Zairian Armed Forces a credible army within 5 
years, according to the Zairian leader’s wish expressed a few 
months ago. 


It may be recalled that Marshal Mobutu on the occasion of 
the presentation of new year’s wishes disclosed his intention 
to make the Zairian Armed Forces a deterrent force. This is 
because, he said, some concern has been caused by the way 
some of Zaire’s neighbors have armed and equipped their 
armies. Since that day, President Mobutu has held some 
contacts with France, Belgium, and the United States for 
strengthening their military cooperation with his country. 
Moreover, during his recent visit to Europe in February, 
Marshal Mobutu held contacts with the heads of major 
French enterprises specialized in the production of arms. 
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Djibouti 


Hassan Greets Somali President on Arrival 
EA191917 Djibouti Domestic Service in Somali 
1645 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] SDR President Mohamed Siad Barre and his 
delegation arrived at Djibouti International Airport at 
noon today to attend the IGADD [Intergovernmental 
Authority on Drought and Development] summit, which 
opens in the Djibouti capital on 21 March 1988. 


On hand to welcome the Somali leader and his delega- 
tion was Djibouti President Gouled Aptidon Hassan, 
members of the Djibouti Council of Ministers, members 
of the Djibouti National Assembly, senior government 
officials, diplomats and a very large members of the 
public living in and around Djibouti who turned up at 
the airport to welcome President Mohamed Siad Barre. 
[passage omitted] 


This afternoon, the Djibouti president received the vis- 
iting Somali leader and his delegation ai the State House 
here in Djibouti. [passage indistinct} 


Barre, Mengistu Meet 
EA202106 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1850 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre, president of the 
Somali Democratic Republic [SDR], and Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, president of Ethiopia, met at the presi- 
dency in Djibouti this evening at 2010. 


Comrade Siad and Mengistu discussed matters related to 
the peace talks taking place between the two countries in 
an effort to find a solution to the problem between the 
two countries. 


This is the second meeting between Comrade Mohamed 
Siad Barre, president of the SDR, and Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, president of Ethiopia. The first meeting 
between them took place in Djibouti on 12 January 
1986. 


The meeting was attended on the SDR side by Dr 
Mohamed ‘Ali Hamud, minister of state for foreign 
affairs; Brigadier General Mohamed Jibril Musa, [words 
indistinct] security, Comrade Mohamed Hashi Egal, 
deputy minister for the development of Juba Valley; 
Comrade Ahmed Mohamed Adan Qaybah, the perma- 
nent secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and 
Comrade Adan Farah Shirdon, the SDR ambassador to 
Djibouti. 
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Ethiopia 


EPLF Claims Town, Soviets Captured in Offensive 
EA191500 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 1324 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] The heroic EPLF People’s Army, in its strong and 
extensive offensive it started the day before yesterday, 
has destroyed the Nadew Command of the Ethiopian 
Army stationed at Nakfa front [Sahel province, North- 
eastern Eritrea]. Continuing its offensive, the People’s 
Army also captured the town of Afabet, which was the 
main store of the Nadew Command. Afabet was cap- 
tured by the People’s Army this morning. 


In this successful attack, the People’s Army inflicted 
heavy casualties on the troops of the Addis Ababa 
regime. The Nadew Command force is almost all 
destroyed, and many weapons have been captured. 


For the first time since the Soviet involvement in 1977, 
two Soviet officers, a colonel and a lieutenant, have been 
captured by the EPLF People’s Army. 


Army Units ‘Destroyed’ 
EA191736 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1535 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Listeners of our program: We have additional 
news from the war front: 


In the offensive by the heroic forces of the EPLF People’s 
Army on the Nafka front, three artillery divisions of the 
Ethiopian Army, one mechanized brigade, and other 
heavy weapons units have been destroyed. The Ethio- 
pian brigades and divisions that were totally destroyed 
by the EPLF People’s Army were the 14th, 19th, and 
21st army divisions, the 29th mechanized brigade, as 
well as tank, artillery, and BM21 rocket launcher battai- 
ions. 


Regarding property, although we have not yet received 
complete details, immense light and heavy weapons have 
been captured by the EPLF People’s Army. In the 
offensive by our People’s Army, the Nafka front, or the 
Nadew command, as the enemy call it — which they 
have strengthened for 9 years and where they stationed 
most of their army and weapons — has been totally 
devastated. 


After uc. dying the fortifications of the enemy army, 
the EPLF People’s Army advanced and captured Afabet 
town this morning. Afabet, which is the largest town in 
Sahel Province, has been the headquarters of the Nadew 
command for the last 9 years and the center for storage 
of weapons and provisions for enemy troops stationed 
there. [passage omitted ]} 
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30 Government Troops Killed 
EA201448 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] The heroic EPLF People’s Army attacked units of 
the Ethiopian Army on the right wing of the Halhal 
Front yesterday morning from 0500 to 0630. Our com- 
batants put out of action 51 Ethiopian troops. Of these, 
30 were killed, 19 were wounded, and 2 were captured. 


Our combatants also captured | 14.5-mm antiaircraft 
gun, 3 Bren guns, 10 Kalashnikov rifles, and | radio 
communications set. 


‘Great Victory’ Hailed 
EA201715 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Amharic 
0500 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] By any kind of criteria, the victories registered 
by the People’s Army of the EPLF on the Nakfa front 
and at Afabet are great. The Nakfa front, Nadew Com- 
mand, which the Dergue Regime has been strengthening 
fo: 9 years with manpower and weapons to use as a base 
fr. n which to capture Nakfa, has been destroyed. Not 
only this, the Dergue troops could not hold Afabet Town 
which they had made into the headquarters of the Nadew 
Command Army and a big storehouse for weapons and 
explosives by surrounding it with military camps. 


The Nadew Command was given special attention by the 
Dergue Government and therefore had more troops and 
weapons than any other front or command. Three infan- 
try divisions, a mechanized brigade and three battalions 
of heavy weapons of the Nadew Command were totally 
destroyed. This huge army saved none of the weapons 
which it used to possess. In addition to other heavy 
weapons, strategic weapons like 130mm artillery and 
BM-21 rocket launchers, or Stalin organs [as heard] have 
been captured by the People’s Army of the EPLF for the 
first time. The Soviet advisors, of which the Dergue 
troops were taking great care lest they be captured, could 
not save them. 


This is certainly a great victory for the Eritrean people 
and the revolution as well. It is the biggest military 
victory in our 26-year armed struggle which has been 
adorned with the great victories registered at Barentu in 
northeastern Sahel and in other areas. On the other 
hand, it is a great humiliation and a serious failure for 
Ethiopian colonialism. 


Even before this incident, the condition of the Dergue 
troops was already alarming. Their fighting spirit had 
been weakened; a feeling of hopelessness prevailed; 
Opposition movements and conspiracies recurred time 
and again; there were constant humiliations and failures. 
Colonel Mengistu came to Eritrea last month and killed 
the commander of Nadew Command and sacked two 
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high-ranking commanders of the Dergue troops in Eri- 
trea. If Mengistu thought that this measure would stabi- 
lize the situation in his army, it is now apparent that, far 
from being the individual responsibility of the com- 
manders, the weakness is more concrete and cannot be 
easily overcome. 


Our heroic combatants who registered the Nakfa and 
Afabet victories with their great results through their 
fighting and tactical skills, who have no time to rest but 
are continuing their tasks of clearing and mopping up 
and who are vigilant in implementing their instructions, 
deserve our gratitude and honor. Praise and honor 
should also be given to our People’s Army of the Halhal 
front which has been alert since the beginning of the 
Nakfa fighting, which is still vigilant and loading its 
guns, prepared to take any action, and is girding its loins. 
Heroic combatants away from the war fronts, com- 
mando units of the People’s Army, and territorial Peo- 
ple’s Militia made a great contribution to the victories 
gained on the Nakfa front and at Afabet. If the Dergue 
Army had not been weakened in previous incidents at 
(Kinatna), Areza, Anseba, Karneshim and on the main 
roads, this great victory of the Nakfa front and Afabet 
would not have been achieved. 


When the Nakfa front fighting started, commandos and 
members of the Territorial Militia destroyed enemy 
troop reinforcements at Digdig on the Asmera-Keren 
road and made a direct contribution to the great offen- 
sive. They are presently carrying out their tasks so tha 
the Dergue troops cannot be reactivated. As at any other 
time, great appreciation should go to the strong Eritrean 
people living inside and abroad at this time of bright 
future. [passage indistinct] 


Since the people of Eritrea have repulsed al! enemy 
conspiracies and have not yielded to the violence of the 
enemy, their confidence in their freedom and victory has 
remained undiminished and they have given assistance 
to their combatant offspring. Thus, the Eritrean struggle 
has remained firm and has continued to strengthen. At a 
time when the enemy is retreating and a situation has 
been created which is conducive to bringing nearer the 
great day of independence, there is no doubt that the 
Eritrean people, both inside the country and abroad, will 
intensify its struggle against Ethiopian rule and, in 
particular, take the necessary steps to strengthen the 
heroic People’s Army, which is making noble sacrifices 
and scoring proud victories. [passage omitted] 


Ethiopia Condemns Red Cross ‘Propaganda’ 
EA192156 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1800 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] The Relief and Rebabilitation Commission 
[RRC] has condemned the International Committee of 
the Red Cross [ICRC] for violating the principles it 
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stands for and spreading false propaganda and baseless 
allegations against Ethiopia. The RCC says this is a 
dangerous tendency which is detrimental to the interests 
of the country. 


In a statement released in connection with [word indis- 
tinct] the commission noted that the ICRC conducted a 
persistent campaign of false propaganda by distorting 
the correct image of the aid distribution activities being 
carried out in the northern part of our country. It 
mentioned that the ICRC issued a statement from its 
Geneva head office on 14 March 1988 saying that the 
Ethiopian Governemnt had weakened the effect of inter- 
national aid given to drought-affected compatriots and 
was preventing the movement of transport vehicles. 


The commission added that the IRCRC is among the 
many humanitarian organizations which conducts aid 
activities under the overall supervision of the RRC in the 
northern part of our country. The committee, contrary to 
the aims and principles for which it stands, serves and 
collaborates in the spread of false propaganda and base- 
less allegations which are detrimental to the interests of 
the country. 


The commission underlined that the Government of the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia [PDRE] has 
been taking decisive measures before the current drought 
Causes worse disasters and has been receiving a timely 
response from donor organizations. With the help of the 
coordinated efforts of the humanitarian organizations, it 
has been able to curb the great damage which could have 
resulted in the loss of people’s lives. It further stated that, 
although there are acts of banditry carried out by terror- 
ists in areas, the government had from the very begin- 
ning opened the roads to vehicles deployed in the distri- 
bution of aid and had given assurances of their safety. 


In its statement the commission recalled that, due to 
problems created by secessionist bandits in the north, 
aid transport vehicles have been burned and these acts 
were openly condemned by many international human- 
itarian organizations. It reaffirmed that the PDRE Gov- 
ernment will not refrain from taking the necessary mea- 
sures so that aid distribution activities in the 
drought-stricken areas can be guaranteed. 


The statement further noted that, although our country 
is indebted to many humanitarian organizations for the 
genuine aid it has received because it is affected by 
recurrent drought, it will never compromise its sover- 


eignty. 


It stressed that the ICRC, leaving its humanitarian 
services aside, is involving itself in political issues, which 
is Outside the principles for which it was established and 
therefore will not be (excused). 


The commission expressed its firm conviction that the 
false propaganda and baseless allegaitons spread by the 
ICRG will not divert the other international donor 
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organizations engaged in humanitarian services from the 
correct stand they have taken. At a time when we 
appreciate the necessity of international aid, the com- 
mittee should not believe that we cannot overcome the 
present problem without its participation. 


Mengistu Departs for Djibor ti Meeting 
LD201652 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1000 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
left today for Djibouti to attend the second summit of 
the East African Intergovernmental Authority on 
Drought and Development. Our news reporter, Tesfaye 
Mekibib, has the following details of the send-off cere- 
mony at Bole International Airport. 


[Tesfaye] Comrade Wubanchi Bishaw [the First Lady] 
left with the Comrade President. On his departure from 
Addis Ababa, Comrade President Mengistu was seen off 
by Comrade Fikre-Selassie Wodgeress, WPE Central 
Committee Politburo member and prime minister of the 
PDRE, along with other Politburo members of the WPE 
Central Committee. [passage omitted] 


Arrives 20 Mar 
EA201923 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
today arrived in Djibouti to attend the second heads of 
state summit meeting of the Intergovernmental Author- 
ity on Drought and Development [IGADD] which is 
expected to open tomorrow. The ETHIOPIAN NEWS 
AGENCY reporter Asefa Seyoum has filed the following 
telephone report from Djibouti. 


[Begin recording} On arrival in Djibouti with Comrade 
Wubanchi Bishaw, Comrade President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam was accorded a warm welcome by President 
Gouled Aptidon and other high-ranking officials. The 
comrade secretary general was saluted by the awaiting 
honor guard. He later inspected the honor guard. WPE 
Central Committee Politburo members and Central 
Committee members are in Djibouti with the comrade 
secretary general to attend the IGADD meeting. 


The main agenda of the meeting is expected to be the 
implementation of resolutions passed by the previous 
IGADD meeting here in Djibouti and discussion on 
overcoming the drought in the region and joint develop- 


ment programs. 


Asefa Seyoum, ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY in Dji- 
bouti. [end recording] 
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Meeting With Djibouti, Somali Presidents 
E.4211300 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
0930 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam has 
met and held talks with the presidents of Somalia and 
Djibouti. The ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY ’s palace 
reporter, Asefa Seyoum, reports: 


[Begin recording] Comrade Mengisiu Haile Mariam, 
secretary general of the WPE Central Committee, PDRE 
president and commander-in-chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, held talks yesterday evening with Presi- 
dent Mohamed Siad Barre, leader of the Somali republic. 
During their meeting at the special office of the Djibouti 
National Assembly, the two leaders held discussions on 
improving relations between Ethiopia and Somalia and 
ways to promote them and work toward the mutual 
peace and prosperity of the peoples, an idea that the two 
leaders initiated during their previous meeting. 


During their talks the two leaders discussed steps taken 
so far by the two countries toward overcoming the 
misunderstanding between them and establishing lasting 
peace and friendship. They exchanged ideas on ways to 
make their objectives achieve concrete results. 


The comrade secretary general reaffirmed to the Somali 
president that the PDRE has always firmly upheld its 
policy of strengthening peace and unity of nations and 
the principles of nonalignment. Both now and in future 
its great interest is in peace and mutual cooperation. 


The meeting was attended by Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, 
mem}? :r of the Politburo of the WPE Central Committee 
and fv.eign minister. 


In another development, Comrade President Mengistu 
held talks today with the Djibouti leader, President 
Hassan Gouled Aptidon, on the friendship and relations 
existing between the two sisterly countries and the 
IGADD [Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and 
Development] Summit, which is expected to open this 
afternoon. Comrade Berhanu Bayeh and Comrade ‘es- 
faye Dinka, alternate member of the Politburo of the 
WPE Central Committee and deputy prime minister, 
were also present. 


Somalia 


Radio Halgan Details Recent Rebel Operations 


11 Mar Attacks 
EA1721!01 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 17 Mar 88 


[Text] On 11 March 1988 the gallant fighters of the 
Somali National Movement, SNM, a wing of the Somali 
opposition forces, blew up a vehicle belonging to the 
loyalist forces of General Siad Barre with a landmine 
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planted in the outskirts of Labi (Sagaleh), in Hargeisa 
District, northwestern region, killing 16 soldiers and 
wounding 35 others. The vehicle was completely burned 
out. The SNM fighters who pianied the landmine 
returned to their base safely. 


Also on 11 March 1988, SNM fighters launched a.. 
attack against a special repressive force of the Moga- 
dishu regime stationed in the outskirts of Buuhoodle, in 
Togdheer region. The SNM fighters killed 20 soldiers, 
wounded 15 others, and captured | soldier. The rem- 
nants of the special repressive unit fled into the country- 
side and are now being hunted down by the intrepid 
fighters of the SNM. The SNM fighters who launched 
this attack captured 50 assorted rifles and a very large 
quantity of ammunition. The SNM fighters suffered two 
martyred. 


Border Towns Captured 
EA182341 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] Somali National Movement [SNM] fighters have 
captured Togwajaale, (Wadatha Godka), and Gedbalad 
in Barin Gabiile District of northwest region after 
launching repezted attacks on the Mogadishu regime's 
forces on the 15th, 16th, and 17th of this month. 


At Togwajaale, SNM fighters killed 12 enemy soldiers 
and wounded many others. Two 185-mm Howitzers 
were destroyed. Food and ammunition stores were also 
burned to the ground. 


We will let you know more about the casualties suffered 
xy the enemy at (Wadatha Godka) and Gedbalad in a 
subsequent bulletin. Meanwhile, the three towns of Tog- 
wajaale, (Wadatha Godka), and Gedbalad are firmly in 
the hands of the SNM forces. The gallant SNM forces 
who carried out the attack suffered no casualties. 


Tanzania 


President Thanks Iran for Agricultural Aid 
LD192200 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1700 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Ikwiriri, Rufiji — President Ali Hassan Mwinyi 
today stressed the importance of Tanzanians working 
diligently and with greater skill to combat our poverty 
and the country’s poor economic state. President 
Mwinyi made the call today while addressing citizens of 
Ikwiriri village in Rufiji district after inspecting an 
agricultural project undertaken with the assistance of the 
Iranian Government. 


Earlier, President Mwinyi was told that the project, 
begun 4 months ago, had grown 140 hectares of corn 
which had already beer reaped by the villagers. Presi- 
dent Mwinyi said such an achievement had been possi- 
ble due to the efforts and kill of agricultural experts trom 
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Iran who are supervising the project. He called on 
Tanzanians to take that achievement as a major chal- 
lenge. especially to the villagers of Ikwiriri who had 
witnessed the efforts of the people of Iran. 


The president expressed his profound thanks to the 
leaders and Government of Iran for their assistance. 
despite the current war with Iraq. 


Musevei i Addresses Resistance Committee Members 
EA2017/0 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] President Museveni has cautioned members of 
district councils and committees about divisive elements 
who are trying to divert RC’s [Resistance Committee] by 
bringing in divisions. He told members of Kampala RC’s 
3 and 5 and Entebbe RC 3 who met him at State House. 
Entebbe, yesterday that unless we thought out our poll- 
tics we shall not be able to develop. In this connection, 
the president and the chairman of the NRM called upon 
Resistance Councils and Committees all over the coun- 
try to intensify politicization. 
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Commenting on the systems of RC's, President Muse- 
veni noted that this 1s the first time in the history of 
Uganda that we have had elections thal are not rigged. 
He pointed out that, because every Ugandan 1s able to 
participate in the RC’s system, it offers a very good basis 
for democracy. 


Mr Museveni discussed the economic program at length 
and pointed out the steps the NRM government has 
taken and 1s still taking to resiore the economy. He said 
that it 1s important that when Ugandans discuss the 
economy they should look at issues concerning the 
rehabilitation of the economy because that 1s the best 
way of judging whether or not the economy ts on the 
mend. He informed the gathering that the economic 
recovery program has revived (activities) in almost 
every economic sector. He therefore called on a.) Ugan- 
dans to accept the inconveniences inevitable in the short 
run in the know!edge that the economy 1s being rehabil- 
itated. [passage omitted] 


Museveni Leaves for Diibouti Conference 
FA202111 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni has left for Dyp- 
bout: to attend the second session of the Intergovern- 
mental Authority on Drought and Development. He was 
accompanied by Mr Katerega, the deputy minister of 
regional cooperation. [passage omitted] 


Meets With Cubans, U.S. ‘Mediator’ 
MB201925 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 far 88 


[Text] In Luanda on 17 and 18 March, delegations 
experts from Angola, Cuba, and the United States met to 
resolve the conflict in southern Africa. During the mect- 
ing, im its capacity as mediator, the U.S. delegation 
presented detailed information on the results of the talks 
held in Geneva between Chester Crocker, U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for African affairs, and Pik Botha. 
South African foreign affairs minister. According to a 
communique from the Angolan External Relations Min- 
istry issued today, the Angolan side, in turn, outlined at 
length the five points of discussion which are essential to 
arrive al a ncgotiated solution conducive to the indepen- 
dence of Namib;a, security in Angola, and peace for the 
respective peoples. 


It 1s expected that in the forthcoming weeks and through 
the usual channels, the interested parties will schedule 
new meetings. The discussions held on Thursday and the 
day before yesterday are a follow-up of the ones also held 
in Luanda ©-11 March. 


Dos Santes Holds Talks with Cuba's Risquet 
MB191944 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 19 Mar 58 


[Text] In Luanda today, Comrade Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos, party chairman and president of the Republic, 
received Jorge Risquet, a member cf the Politburo of the 
Communist Party of Cuba. It is believed that the meet- 
ing discussed issues connected with relations of friend- 
ship and cooperatinn between the two countries and the 
situation in southe mn Africa. 


UNITA Communique Rejects Talks Without Savimbi 
MB200638 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Angola 0330 GMT 
20 Mar 88 


[Communique issued by the UNITA Central Commit- 
tee] 


[Text] (7The differences of opinion and the conflict) in 
Angola demand that Angolans assume the responsibility 
for their own destiny as a people and a nation. 


1. It 1s simply absurd that the MPLA should state that it 
would be ready to negotiate with UNITA provided that 
this organization dismisses its leader, Dr Savimbi. 


2. The UNITA Central Committee wishes to inform the 
MPLA-Labor Party, the Russians, and Cubans, in par- 
ticular, and the world, in general, that President Savimbi 
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and UNITA are one and the same thing There ts no 
difference between the two. To talk to UNITA 15s to talk 
to President Savimbi and to talk to Dr Savimbi 1s to talk 
to UNITA. 


3. If the MPLA-Labor Party 1s really interested in peace 
for Angola, then it should shake the (strong) hand tat 1s 
being extended to 1. [Words indistinct] the revolution 
(will treumph). Kafundanga, [U) NITA war rero] 1s (an 
example to follow). 


Signed in Jamba op (day indistinct} March 1988 on 
behalf of the Ceniral Committee by: 


Colonel Jeremias Chitunda, vice president. 
General Miguel N’Zau Puna, secretary general: 


General Demostenes Amos Chilingutila, chief of general 
staff. 


UNITA Claims 26 MPLA Killed; Helicopter Downed 
MB190945 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0900 GMT 19 Mar 8&8 


[Text] The UNITA movement says its troops have killed 
26 MPLA government soldiers and shot down a Soviet- 
built helicopter. In a statement released in Lisbon, 
UNITA said the government troops were killed in an 
arsbush near Cuemba in the central Province of Bie this 
week. A helicopter, an MI-17, was reported to have been 
stot down 300 km to the south while ferrying people 
from Cuito Cuanavale, the garrison town besieged by 
UNITA for the past 2 months. 


Republic of South Africa 


Sharpeville Commemoration Service Held in Soweto 
B210639 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0527 GMT 
21 Mar 8& 


[SAPA prefaces this ite... with the following advisory: 
“Following story may contravene media regulations.” ’] 


[Text] Johannesburg March 21 SAPA—The large-scale 
presence of police in the townships ac.d the banning of 
organisations was the history of March 21, 1960 repeat- 
ing itself, Mr Joe Thioloe, whe toox part in the anti-pass 
campaign of 1960, said yesterday. 


History had a painful way of repeating itself, Mr Thloloe 
told a joint commemoration by the Azanian Co-ordina- 
tion Committee, the Azanian National Youth Unity and 
the National Council of Trade Unions at Regina Mundi 
Church in Soweto. 
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“In Sharpeville 1960, €9 people were shot dead. In 
Untenhage on the same date, people were shot dead 
during a funeral procession. We still do not know the 
count. Some put the figure at 43, others at 21. 


“In 1960 the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) and the 
African National Congress were banned. Today on the 
eve of the commemoration of March 2!, we have 17 
Organisations banned and a trade union federation 
restricted.” 


The commemoration service was interrupted for about 
10 minutes when police warned the organisers, the 
March 2! Co-ordinating Committee, that if people did 
not behave, the service would be stopped. While the 
organisers negotiated with the police, about 2000 people 
sang freedom songs in praise of the chairman of the 
Black Consciousness Movement of Azania, Mr Mosi- 
bud: Mangena, and the chairman of the PAC, Mr John- 
son Miambo. Police also filmed people entering and 
leaving the church. 


Mr Lybon Mabasa of the Steve Biko Foundation said the 
now-banned South African Students Organisation 
declared March 2! “Heroes Day” to “commemorate all 
the heroes who have died in more than 300 years of 


Struggle against oppression in Azania. 


“Whether we call the unity we are striving for black unity 
or Africar unity, it is the same thing. When Steve Biko 
saw Robert Sobukwe of the PAC in 1976 to discuss black 
unity, Sobukwe endorsed the proposal that the oppressed 
and exploited come together under one banner. 


“Through our unity we will strive to remove the exploi- 
tation of man by mar. and usher in a socialist order. We 
will see to it that the struggle for socialism will not end in 
Azania or Africa, but will spread throughout the world 
where there are oppressed people,” he said amid wild 
cheering. 


The meeting resolved to call for the unbanning of all 
banned organisations, capiial punishmen: to be 
scrapped, particularly in politically associated trials, and 
the release of AZAPO leader, Mr Nkosi Molala; PAC 
leader, Zeph Mothopeng: and ANC leader, Nelson Man- 
dela and all other political prisoners. 


Workers Remain At Home To Mark Sharpeville Day 
MB210744 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0743 GMT 
21 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 21 SAPA—Work stayaways 
were staged around the country todey to commemorate 
the 28th anniversary of ihe Starpevilie shootings. The 
extent of the stayaway varied considerably from region 


to region. 
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Violence was reported from the Durban area, where four 
buses were petrol-bombed, according to a PUTCO [Pub- 
lic Utulity Transport Corporation] spokesman. 


The stayaway was particularly effective in Soweto, where 
thousands did not go to work. Bus and taxi ranks ard 
railway stations were deserted and only 2 few hospital 
staffers were seen waiting for transport to take them to 
work. Police and members of the Defence Forces stood 
at these points or patrolled empty streets. 


Many hospital staffers were late for work as taxis ran a 
skeleton service inside the township. Most were ferried 
by hospital buses to Baragwanath Hospital and other 
clinics at various parts of Soweto. 


A few PUTCO buses which early today ran an internal 
service were escorted by members of the Defence Force. 
The service was, however, withdrawn about 7am. 


Businesses, except for a few peirol stations, were shut. 
The busy Soweto freeway and other roads linking Soweto 
and Johannesburg were also deserted. 


A bus carrying members of the Federation of Transvaal 
Women (FEDTRAW), who were on their way to the 
Sharpeville cemetery, was stopped and surrounded by 
plaincloth=3 security policemen at an intersection in 
Zone 4, Diepkioof. Among the occupants of the bus was 
Mrs Winnie Mandela and members of the Mandela 
football club. After about 30 minutes, the bus was 
allowed to proceed on its journey as occupants sang 
“freedom songs” with clenched fists raised in the air. 


Reports from Durban sa!“ there was widespread intim- 
idation and stoning of buses in Durban's surrounding 
black townships to mark the anniversary of the Sharpe- 
ville shooting, when 69 people were shot dead. One bus 
was burned in KwaMashu today when a PUTCO bus 
driver attempted to enter the township. After the inci- 
dent drivers refused to leave the bus company’s depot in 
KwaMashu. Several other buses were stoned in Inanda 
and Clermont. Long queues of workers waited for buses 
at bus stops during the early morniag rush hour. At 
Clermont, near Pinetown, a bus was extensively dam- 
aged when it was set alight by a mob last night. 


Brigadier Dries Laas, commissioner of the KwaZulu 
Police under whose control many of the townships fall, 
said extra policemen had been depioyed in anticipation 
of any problems. “At this stage we have everything under 
control,” he said. 


The effect of the work stayaway varied from to:nship to 
township around the country, said a PUTCO spokes- 
man. The situation ic the PWV [Pretoria, Witwaters- 
rand, Vereeniging] area varied considerably. From 
Soweto there was a good staff turnout but “hardly any 
passengers”. Traffic was normal ia Pretoria except for 
poor staff and passenger turnouts in Atteridgeville. From 
Wembley in Johannesburg staff turnout was poor and 
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there was ditficulty catering for use large number of 
coloured passengers, the spokesman added. Black pas- 
senger turnout there was poor. 


Witwatersrand and Soweto police launched a combined 
operation to combat possible intimidation against peo- 
ple who ignore today’s work stayaway organised by 
ant: apartheid organisations, said a spokesman. “We 
will take strong action against those who interfere with 
people who want to go to work,” said Witwatersrand 
police spokesman Lt Pierre Louw. He said the operation 
was being headed by Witwatersrand Divisional Commis- 
sioner Brigadier Ernest Schnetier and Soweto Divisional 
Commissioner Brigadier J. Viktor. Police reinforce- 
ments were available if needed, Lt Louw added. 


In Pretoria, no taxis or buses were available to transport 
people from the township of Atteridgeville tc the city, 
according to residents. A nurse at Kalefong Hospital said 
even local taxis were scarce and hospital workers coming 
off shift found that these taxis were reluctant 9 transport 
them for fear they would be taken for taxis operating 
between Atteridgeville and Pretoria. 


In Mamelodi there were “very few” taxis available. 
according to a resident. Long queues had furmed at bus 
depots by 8 am today. 


Workers at the black taxi rank at the Pretoria Station in 
the city centre said traffic from trains was thinner than 
usual, and noted a strong police presence at the station. 
Military roadblocks were set up in the area of 
Soshanguwe to the north of Pretoria. In several areas 
taxis and buses picked up passengers at the outskirts of 
the townships. 


A spokesman for the SA Police’s Northern Transvaal 
Division said the situation was “normal except for 
Atteridgeville, where no buses are running”. 


“As promised on Friday the SA Police, with the support 
of other security forces, have increased their numbers in 
places where this is deemed necessary to ensure the 
safeiy of workers and to prevent possible intimidation,” 
the spokesman said. “We prefer not to elaborate on 
which places forces are deployed at.” 


A spokesman for PUTCO said the company experienced 
problems in Atteridgeville this morning. The bus which 
collects PUTCO staff was held up in the township this 
morning and unknown persoas told staff their “lives 
would be in danger if they reported for work,” according 
to Mr Paul Nucci, operations executive for PUTCO's 
northern Transvaal depot. He said service was normal in 
all other areas. Tie firm planned to send other drivers to 
Atteridgeville to transport stranded commuters, he said. 


A spokesman for the SA Motor Corporation, one of 
Pretoria’s largest employers, said absence at the plant 
outside Mamelodi was “about normal” today. In the 
eastern Cape, about 90 per cent of black people stayed at 
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home in (ve Uitenhage area, whore most large firms 
indicated they would remain shut down today, according 
to the Port Elizabeth [PE] Tramways managing director 
and the president of the Port Elizabeth Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr Carl Coetzer. About 50 per cent of the 
PE Tramways own staff stayed away in Uitenhage. In the 
town’s coloured area about 10 per cent did not go io 
work. Mr Coetzer said between 40 and 50 per cent of 
residents in the black townships of Port Elizabeth stayec 
at home, with no noticeable stay away in the coloured 
areas. Ten per cent of the company’s drivers did not 
report for duty in the Port Elizabeth area, said Mr 
Coetzer. 


On the East Rand, many worker: Tx .«o1sa today 
Stayed at home. Pamphlets were dis > uted +4 the towr:- 
ship at the weekend calling on resid. bsorve as a 


national day of protest. The four camway tations in 
Tembisa, which are usually packed with commuters on 
Monday mornings, were almosi deserted. Many buses 
and taxis stopped oper.uting, and the primary and sec- 
ondary schools were empty. Some shops wsre closed. 


The effect on suburban rail occupancy of today's work 
Stayaway on the Reef was described as “not serious” this 
morning by a SATS [South Africaa Transport Services] 
spokesman. She saij occupancy during the usual “rush” 
period between 5 am and 8 am had dipped Sciwven one 
per cent and 10 per ccat on most regulariy scheduled 
commuter runs and was as much as 20 per cent down un 
the odd route. This situation was considered “not seri- 
ous”, because as many as 250,070 people commuted 
from Soweto alone during this pericd. The SATS spokes- 
man said the full extent of the stayaway could be 
measured later in the day as many regular patrons were 
expected to journey into the Johannesburg city centre 
“an hour-or-so later” than was their norma! habit. 


Schools in Soweto were deserted today. Reports of pupils 
staying away from school were received from other Reef 
townships as well. 


Eastern Cape Work 
MB210953 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0938 GMT 
21 Mar 88 


[Text] Port Elizabeth March 21 SAPA—The stayaway 
among black workers in Uitenhage today was estimated 
at between 80 per cent and 90 per cent—judged on the 
number of people using public transport. In Port Eliza- 
beth, the stayaway was estimated at betwecn 40 per cent 
and 50 per cent. 


Today is the third anniversary of the Langa shootings 
and also the anniversary of the shooting at Sharpeville 28 
years ago. 


The sizyaway figures are based on the number of com- 
muters cart.ed by PE [Port Elizabeth] Tramways buses 
today and were given by Mr Carl Coetzer, managirg 
dix ctor of the company. 
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Two major employers in Uitenhage—Volkswagen of 
South Africa and Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Com- 
pany—both scheduled no production at their factories 
today, after workers indicated last week they would not 
be reporting for work. 


A spokesman for the Uitenhage automotive lighting 
manufacturer, Hella SA (Pty) Ltd, said today about 400 
black workers stayed away from work—about a third of 
the work force. Work at the factory was, however, 
continuing. A policy of no work, no pay had been 
adopted. A spokesman for the Uitenhage Municipality 
said there had been a stayaway, but could not say to what 
extent. 


Mr Coetzer said about !0 per cent of his PE Tramways 
drivers stayed away from work, but that buses ran a 
normal service into the black residential areas of Port 
Elizabeth this morning. In Uitenhage, he said, about 50 
per cent of his drivers stayed away. Because several 
Uitenhage companies were closed today, buses only ran 
to the outskirts of KwaNobuhle and to Tyoksville. He 
said in Port Elizabeth there was “no noticeable drop” in 
the number of coloured people using the buses, but in 
Uitenhage the drop was noticeable. Mr Coetzer said his 
drivers had noticed no signs of intimidation or violence 
accompanying the stayaway. 


Whiic several Port Elizabeth companies reported large 
stayaways by black workers today, others said it was too 
small to disrupt production. 


Mr Alec Lahoud, assistant manager of United Dairies, 
said about 300 black workers stayed away today, with 
“‘not more than 20” turning up. He said there were no 
home deliveries today, but said deliveries to shops, cafes 
and depots were not affected, because contingency plans 
had been made. 


Mr Banie van der Merwe, media relations manager for 
Delta Motor Corporation, said: ““We are operating nor- 
mally and absenteeism is slightly higher than normal.” 
He declined to give any further information. 


Mr Terry Carroll, East Cape general manager of Pick N 
Pay, said those black workers who should have turned up 
for the early shift, did not do so. Asked whether they all 
stayed away, Mr Carroll said “in some stores yes.” This 
could be updated later, as the next shift started at 10.30. 
He said some casual labour had to be called in and the 
rest of the work would be handled by management. 


Mr John Wakeford, chief personnel officer for the PE 
Municipality, said “there appears to be some stayaway.” 
He said the figures would only be available later. 
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SACC’s Chikane Answers P.W. Botha Attack on Tutu 
MB181834 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1817 GMT 
18 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, March 18, SAPA—The South Afri- 
can Council of Churches (SACC) has taken exception to 
the “personal attack” on Archbis!. op Desmond Tutu by 
the state president, Mr P.W. Botha. 


In a letter to Mr Botha, the Reverend Frank Chikane, 
general secretary of SACC, writes that the attack on the 
bishop was unwarranted and was “in fact an attack on all 
the church leaders” who marched to Parliament on 
February 29 and who signed a petition presented to Mr 
Botha. 


It is a matter of “great concern to us,” Mr Chikane 
wrote. 


“Archbishop Tutu was one of a large group of church 
leaders and the clergy who marched. A petition was 
drawn up and signed by 25 church leaders. 


“We, therefore, are concerned that you have singled out 
the archbishop for your allegations and wish to reiterate 
that the march of witness and protest and the petition 
presented to you are actions that were taken by many, 
and endorsed by an even greater number of church 
people here and abroad.” 


In a statement on Wednesday replying to the letter 
presented by the church leaders, Mr Botha called on 
Archbishop Tutu to explain his exact standpoint on the 
question of the African National Congress and the South 
African Communist Party. 


“The question must be posed whether you are acting on 
behalf of the kingdom of God, or the kingdom promised 
by the ANC and the SACP. If it is the latter, say so, but 
do not then hide behind the structures and the cloth of 
the Christian church, because Christianity and Marxism 
are irreconcilable opposites,” Mr Botha wrote. 


In his reply, Mr Chikane said the reason for the action of 
the church leaders was to witness and protest against: 


—The “‘ungodly acts of oppression” of the government. 


Talks behind closed doors with government leaders have 
not achieved anything. Church leaders have often come 
away humiliated and the people they represent are not 
able to witness these discussions, Mr Chikane said. 


The lack of success of such meetings has led many church 
leaders to believe that such attempts at change are 
hopeless, especially where those in power are determined 
at all costs to maintain white domination and apartheid. 


—The action of the leaders was aimed at the government 
in a non-violent peaceful manner. 
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“Our protest was against evils of apartheid which we 
observe and experience in South Africa as part of the evil 
in the world. Thus we proclaim to our people, in the 
context of a day to day oppression and dehumanisation 
of apartheid, now intensified through the effective ban- 
nings of organisations and individuals, that victory 
against evil in this world is guaranteed by our Lord.” 


Mr Chikane wrote: “I would like to let you know that the 
majority of members of our churches have never expe- 
rienced oppression and brutal suppression of their polit- 
ical expression from us by Marxists, the ANC or the 
SACP, but under your government. We stand and will 
always be against totalitarianism of any kind, irrespec- 
tive of who is involved and whatever ideological position 
they hold.” 


He continued: “You asked Archbishop Tutu whether his 
view of evil includes the struggle on behalf of Christian- 
ity, the Christian faith, and freedom of faith and wor- 
ship, against the forces of godlessness and Marxism. 


‘In our understanding and experience of the struggle for 
the Christian faith and freedom of faith and worship in 
this land, we have to struggle against the forces of 
godlessness and apartheid, for it is the apartheid govern- 
ment that interrupts church services and seeks to control 
funeral services, all of which are part of the duties and 
life of the church.” 


Mr Botha asked in his letter whether it was not true that 
the Christian church knows no other power than life and 
faith, and no other message than the true message of 
Christ. Mr Chikane wrote: 


“We say that our message is exactly that: We proclaim 
the message of God’s love for the oppressed in this land 
and our message to them is the message of God: Have 
nothing to do with the fruitful deeds of darkness but 
rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention 
that the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed 
by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes 
everything visible (Eph 5: 11-13)” 


The church leaders understood their activities were 
based on the Gospel and that their mandate was from 
God, Mr Chikane wrote. 


“Our prophetic mission is that of God’s—to preach the 
good news of freedom to the poor and oppressed.” 


The church leaders felt that “this unprecedented attack 
on the clergy may be paving the way for a state clamp- 
down on the church and its witness to the truth. The 
church throughout the ages has borne the brunt of such 
attacks while governments have come and gone. We 
therefore pledge ourselves to the gospel of Christ against 
the forces of evil of this country and we commit our- 
selves to working for...a new order of peace and justice 
for all irrespective of the consequences. 
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“To quote the church leaders’ statement: If the state 
wants to act against the church of God in this country for 
proclaiming the Gospel then so be it.” 


The general secretary expressed his concern as well about 
the attack on Archbishop Tutu and Dr Allan Boesak by 
the General Synodical Commission of the Dutch Reform 
Church. 


“We see this attack as a theological justification and 
preparation for the state to act on the church and church 
leaders in SA. The silence of the General Synodical 
Commission on the banning of organisations and leaders 
resisting apartheid is deafening, especially when con- 
trasted with the attack on Archbishop Tutu and Dr 
Boesak.” 


Police Find Location of Mystery Explosion 
MB191000 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0934 GMT 
19 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 19 SAPA—The site of the mystery 
bomb blast which last night rocked Krugersdorp, scene 
of Thursday car bomb blast, has been located by the 
police. The police public relations division in Pretoria 
said today the site of the blast, which occurred at 9:35 
last night, was in the open veld in the vicinity of 
Factoria, Krugersdorp, and some distance from Lui- 
paardsvlei Station. 


Police this morning discovered a hole in the ground 
“apparently caused by an explosive device.” The nature 
of the device was not known and police were still 
investigating, the statement said. Nobody was injured by 
the blast, and no damage was caused. 


P.W. Botha Delegation To Visit Namibia 8 Apr 
MB181917 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1905 GMT 
18 Mar 88 


[Text] Windhoek, Mar 18, SAPA—The South African 
state president, Mr P.W. Botha, is to head a top-level 
delegation for political talks in Windhoek on April 8, 
political sources said in Windhoek tonight. 


He is expected to be accompanied by the minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha; the minister of defence, 
Gen Magnus Malan; the minister of finance, Mr Barend 
du Plessis and other high-ranking government officials. 


The talks in Windhoek with the transitional government 
are expected to focus on the constitutional protection of 


group rights. 
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Commentary Praises Independence of Judiciary 
MB210519 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0900 GMT 21 Mar 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] The South African judiciary has been subjected to 
a good deal of criticism through the years. In particular, 
the bench has been accused of bias on the basis of race; 
the bench’s attitude in security matters has been criti- 
cized; and there have been allegations of political 
appointments to the bench. Much of the criticism has 
been transparently political in its motivation. Certainly, 
as far as criticism from abroad is concerned, the attack 
on the judiciary has become part of the overall vendetta 
against this country. 


The record shows that in recent years there are many 
examples that bear testimony to the independence of the 
South African judiciary vis-a-vis the government of the 
day and to the fact that the bench continues to maintain 
its long history of independence in the highest traditions 
of Western justice. 


These examples range from the 1986 ruling of a full 
bench of the Natal Supreme Court in Durban that the 
state president had acted beyond his powers in respect of 
certain clauses in the emergency regulations, to the 
blocking by the courts of a political decision taken by the 
government in 1982 to cede the Ingwavuma District of 
Kwazulu and Kangwane to Swaziland. Through the 
years there have also been court judgments ordering the 
police to release people detained under security legisla- 
tion, restraining the police from assaulting or unlawfully 
interrogating detainees where allegations of this nature 
have been brought to court, and preventing the author- 
ities from carrying out decisions to resettle certain com- 
munities. 


In these, and many other, cases the courts have adjudi- 
cated in favor of the appellants concerned and against 
what the government of the day has seen as being in the 
best interests of the state. 


Last week, the government was under intense political 
pressure from within South Africa and from abroad to 
intervene in the case in which six people were sentenced 
to death in December 1985 for the murder of the deputy 
mayor of Lekoa, Mr Jacob Dhlamini. The state president 
decided that no circumstances had arisen that would 
justify interference with the judgment of the court and 
refused to yield to political pressure to interfere in the 
judicial process. 


On Thursday, fresh facts were submitted to the court, 
and Mr Acting Justice Human granted a stay of execu- 
tion until April while the court considers the new facts 
submitted to it and decides on appropriate action. Thus, 
the judicial process will continue to take its course. Once 
the court has, in an impartial manner and according to 
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the legal merits of the case, given its final judgment, the 
state president will, in the event that there are further 
pleas for clemency, consider these pleas with the cabinet 
ministers concerned. 


As with the rejection by the government of the intense 
political pressures of the past week, no political influ- 
ences can be permitted to intervene in the procedures 
that lie ahead, for the paramount consideration must be 
to preserve the independence and the integrity of the 
judiciary in South Africa. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 17 Mar 
MB180642 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0618 GMT 
18 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria Marci: 18 SAPA—The SAP public rela- 
tions division in Pretoria reported the following inci- 
dents of unrest in their overnight report: 


“At Cape Town a group of placard-carrying Coloureds 
and olacks proceeded through the city centre, and 41 
arrests were made. These were made up of four Coloured 
women, 24 Coloured men, 12 black men and one black 
woman.” 


“In another incident in the city, police arrested 29 white 
women who were walking around displaying placards.” 


Unrest Report for 18 Mar 
MB190652 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0644 GMT 
19 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 19 SAPA—The SAP public rela- 
tions division in Pretoria reports the following incident 
of unrest in their overnight unrest report. 


“Yesterday at 21h00 two black men wearing blue over- 
alls fired shots at a group of blacks gathered in the yard 
of a private dwelling in Marina Street Attridgeville. Two 
black members of the SAP who were at the scene were 
fatally wounded and another one seriously injured. One 
black man and one black woman were also injured. The 
wounded were taken to Kalafong Hospital. The member 
who was wounded later died in the hospital. 


“The attackers ran away and police are investigating the 
incident. AK-47 cartridge cases were found on the 
scene.” 


Unrest Report for 19 Mar 
MB200635 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0617 GMT 
20 Mar 88 


[text] Pretoria March 20 SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report: 


“The following unrest incidents were reported overnight: 
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“At Botshabelo, Bloemfontein, an off-duty special con- 
stable was attacked by a group of blacks. He sustained 
three stab wounds and was admitted to hospital in a 
serious condition. In the same residential area, two 
private homes were damaged in petrol bomb attacks. 


“At KwaDenjizi near Durban, a house was extensively 
damaged when it was petrol-bombed.” 


Unrest Report for 20 Mar 
MB210625 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0622 GMT 
21 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 21 SAPA—Following is the SAP’s 
regular unrest bulletin: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Zola (Soweto) a group of blacks took a 50-year-old 
black woman from her home and killed her by burning 
her. 


“At Clermont (Pinetown) a bus was extensively damaged 
when it was set alight by a group of blacks. 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale) a black man was shot 
dead by unknown gunmen. In another incident in the 
area, a group of blacks attacked a 22-year-old black man 
and stabbed him in the chest and neck. He sustained 
serious injuries.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB181147 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Defends Sharpeville Six Sentences — “‘Legal- 
ly, there is no reason to commute the death sentences on 
the Sharpeville Six,” says the page 6 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 17 March. “They 
were tried and convicted.” “Unfortunately, cases like 
that of the Sharpeville Six are turned into highly emo- 
tional issues, both here and abroad.” However, “the 
appeal court found, in the case of each of the accused, the 
conduct proclaimed an active association with the pur- 
pose which the mob sought to, and did achieve, namely, 
the killing of Mr Dhlamini. So the agitation inspired by 
the foreign media is false.” 


CAPE TIMES on Malan Break With Argus Newspapers 
— Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 16 March in 
a page 18 editorial says the minister of defense “will no 
doubt reassess his decision to break contact with the 
Argus group of newspapers because of their report of Dr 
Jonas Savimbi’s controversial interview in the JOUR- 
NAL PARIS MATCH.” General Malan’s “precipitate 
action serves no good purpose in the national interest. 
Nothing is achieved by closing an important channel of 
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communication with a huge section of the South African 
newspaper-reading public. He would do better to point 
out in what particulars, in his view, the Argus report is 
defective.” 


STAR Notes Spiraling Violence — A page !0 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 18 March says 
the spiral of violence in South Africa can only be broken 
“by decisive action from the side of the government, 
setting up a new deal that establishes political freedom 
and justice for all South Africans. From the other side, of 
course, must come the suspension of violence as a 
policy.” The editorial points out that the “stay of execu- 
tion on the Sharpeville Six gives a desperately needed 
breathing space for politicians on both sides of the gulf to 
reconsider their strategies and to rescue civilised stan- 
dards from the jaws of barbarism.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Clemency Pleas for Sharpeville Six 
— “The international clamour for clemency of six young 
people sentenced to death for the murder of the deputy 
mayor of Lekoa, Jacob Dhlamini, must be viewed with 
some cynicism as a political campaign intended to whip 
up emotions about apartheid,” says Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 18 March in a page 6 editorial. 
“The campaign puts President Botha in a position rem- 
iniscent of that faced by Margaret Thatcher when Irish 
hunger strikers threatened to starve themselves to 
death—intervention to save the victims guarantees that 
the campaign will continue and grow in intensity. 
Thatcher let the first hunger striker die, and the cam- 
paign faded away. That is not the course of action which 
President Botha should follow in this case; the death 
penalty is not to be compared with suicide. But it does 
serve to restore some perspective to the matter.” 


Erosion of RSA-U.S. Relations — Michael Christie, the 
Washington director of the South Africa Foundation, 
writes on the same page that “‘it is not surprising increas- 
ingly to encounter in SA the assumption that a further 
eroding of the relationship between SA and the U.S. 
cannot be prevented.” “Firstly, the U.S. is even less of a 
monolith than most other countries.” “Secondly, SA 
cannot afford to disregard the world’s leading economic 
power.” Christie says it is “recognised in Washington 
that the U.S. has lost its ability to influence the SA 
Government, but it has probably concluded that the 
transformation of SA society will, in any event, not come 
from the actions of politicians, bearing in mind the 
exigencies of our domestic politics, but rather from the 
changing economic relationships in SA society.” The 
“recognition of the emergence of a successful and pur- 
poseful class of upwardly mobile blacks in SA had 
reached a point at which it was becoming the focal point 
of the debate on SA—a new and energising alternative to 
the static obsession with sanctions.” 


SOWETAN: Budget Disappointing — Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 18 March says in its page 10 
editorial it is “disappointed” by the budget presented by 
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Finance Minister Barend du Plessis. “The security bud- 
get shoots up every year, even in the year when we are 
talking about tighter belts. We are an insecure nation— 
we fear uprisings among the citizens and we fear attacks 
from outside. This fear has driven us into futile wars in 
foreign lands. And so billions of rands and billions of 
man-hours are poured into fighting ‘terrorism’. This 
money is used for fighting symptoms. If we spent only a 
fraction of that money on searching for the causes of the 
symptoms and for real cures, our inflation rate would 
drop to that of other Western countries.” 


‘Constructive Engagement’ Encourages Pretoria — The 
page 23 “Talk of the Town” column says: “George 
Shultz, America’s secretary of state, has rejected Arch- 
bishop Tutu’s plea for America to end diplomatic rela- 
tions with South Africa, saying the United States wants 
to be here when the situation changes. Maybe Shultz is 
not aware that the situation has been changing with the 
American presence here—and because of it. His govern- 
ment’s misnomer of a policy, that of so-called construc- 
live engagement, encouraged Pretoria to do what it liked 
because it knew it had Uncle Sam behind it.” 


WEEKLY MAIL: National Council on ‘Back-Burner’ — 
Steve Friedman writes in the “Worm’s Eye View” col- 
umn on page 14 of Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English for 18-24 March that “having elevated Dr 
Stoffel van der Merwe to an information ministry” 
President Botha “did not replace him as deputy minister 
of constitutional development.” Initially Van der Merwe 
was appointed to “find negotiating partners on his 
behalf. The fact that he will now no longer be doing this 
and that no-one else has been appointed to do it in his 
place suggests the negotiations—and the [national] coun- 
cil—are no longer a priority.” “If, as is likely. the 
national council is now firmly on the back-burner, it has 
been placed there because neither Van der Merwe nor 
anyone else in the government could find even ‘moder- 
ate’ black politicians to negotiate a constitution on the 
government's terms. This would show again that—on the 
national level at least—while the government can stop its 
black adversaries mobilising against its constitutional 
reforms, it cannot get even its potential black allies to 
support them.” 


Increasing Militarization of White Women — Jo-Ann 
Bekker writes on pages 6 and 7 that according to Jacklyn 
Cock of the University of the Witwatersrand “white 
women contributed to South Africa’s militarisation in 
both material and ideological terms. The direct contri- 
bution was evident in the increasing use of white women 
within the SADF in a variety of roles from nursing to 
radar, intelligence work and cartography.”’ White women 
are also believed to “form the majority of the ARM- 
SCOR [Armaments Corporation of SA] workforce.” 
“White women are more active than white men in 
extra-parliamentary resistance to apartheid. Women 
have played a central role in the End Conscription 
Campaign and student organisations and ‘there is no 
male equivalent’ of the Black Sash.” 
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BEELD on State Budget — Johannesburg BEELD in 
Afrikaans on 17 March says in its page 14 editorial the 
budget for the coming financial year “illustrates the 
state’s confidence in its own ability to ensure the contin- 
ued growth of the country’s economy. The reduction of 
state spending forms the basis of a budget which would 
otherwise be described as modest. Minister du Plessis 
managed an about-face on last year’s budget when there 
was a greater expenditure and less income. However, it is 
believed in some circles that he may be too optimistic 
about this budget.” 


BURGER: Change in USSR Policy Likely — Correspon- 
dent Dawie writes in the “From My Political Pen” 
column on page 12 of Cape Town DIE BURGER in 
Afrikaans on 16 March that “everything is still prema- 
ture, but there are indications that southern Africa is on 
the verge of very important changes.” “President Botha 
has noted the possibility that the USSR is now also aware 
of the failures of certain black majority governments in 
Africa and their half-baked Marxist economies. More of 
this would only be a greater economic burden for the 
USSR at a time when it wants to diminish its foreign 
obligations so as to pay more attention to its people back 
home. Such an understanding of the realities in the 
subcontinent may indeed lead the USSR to change its 
policy—if it can do so by maintaining a reasonable 
measure of self-respect. The United States on the other 
hand, as a result of its own internal dissent, is tragically 
trying to remain part of this new initiative.” 


Press Review for 19 Mar 
MB190839 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Reacts to Krugersdorp Bombing — ““We hope 
the perpetrator is caught, tried and sentenced,” says a 
page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English for 18 March in reaction to the bombing at the 
Krugersdorp Magistrate’s Court. “If he is sentenced to 
death, we wonder whether the world leaders who came 
out in support of the Sharpeville Six will again call for 
clemency....If they so much as ask for clemency for the 
Krugersdorp bomber, they should be ashamed of them- 
selves, for they agreed to fight world terrorism, yet make 
an exception in the case of South Africa. And that’s the 
tragedy. Only South Africa is regarded as a fair target for 
terrorists and subjected to outrageous attempts at inter- 
ference in its domestic affairs.” 


CITY PRESS: RSA Cannot Tolerate Criticism — In his 
““My Way” column in the Johannesburg CITY PRESS in 
English for 20 March [date as published], Khulu Sibiya 
asks, ““Why can South Africa not tolerate criticism? 
Whenever people speak out against human rights viola- 
tions here, the state reacts in a ferocious manner.” 
Focusing on the case of the Sharpeville Six, Sibiya adds, 
“We of this paper join the rest of the world in appealing 
to state president, Mr Pieter Botha, for clemency on 
compassionate and humanitarian grounds....Right now, 
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the government has banned people from commemorat- 
ing the 1960 Sharpeville shootings...the day when blacks 
in this country remember their heroes. Why does the 
government not ban the Day of the Vow...” 


BEELD on Krugers?orp Bombing — Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans ~u 18 March editorializes on page 
10: ““Those bleeding hearts who are insisting on mercv 
for the so-called Sharpeville Six got a very clear response 
to their representations yesterday morning—in the form 
of a bomb blast in Krugersdorp. To the terrorist organi- 
zations responsible for this gruesome act, it was an attack 
on ‘hard targets’—the police office and the magistrate’s 
court. But they must have known a bomb does not 
choose its victims. Those killed or maimed were once 
again innocent people, among them that softest of soft 
targets, a helpless baby.” “What the so-called civilized 
world is demanding of South Africa is not merely a 
gesture of sympathy, but surrender to barbarity and 
abandonment of norms and standards which, ironically, 
were developed and are still underwritten and defended 
by these same intercessors.” 


VADERLAND on State Budget — Johannesburg DIE 
VADERLAND in Afrikaans on 17 March says in an 
editorial on page 14 that “the man in the street expected 
more concessions from yesterday’s budget. Through 
direct, and more particularly indirect, taxation, all con- 
tinue to make an unusually large contribution toward 
financing state spending. But, faced with an ever increas- 
ing spiral of expenditure, the finance minister tried to 
keep the middleline—moderate concessions and moder- 
ate stimulation to the economy, to prevent inflation 
being forced upward.” “The minister was faced with a 
heritage of earlier unfettered spending and massive loan 
debts which have to be reduced.” “Under such difficult 
circumstances, and given the problems he faced, Mr du 
Plessis did not have many options. We believe the 
ordinary taxpayer and the private sector will be prepared 
to give the minister a chance to carry through his 
reforms, even though it means further sacrifices in the 
interim.” 


BURGER on Sharpeville — “The overseas and domestic 
chorus of indignation over South Africa’s proposed 
execution of the so-called Sharpeville Six has become 
part of an established pattern to typify the government as 
hard-heartedness itself. It is very conveniently forgotten 
that the six were found guilty by the supreme court of, 
among other things, murder—in one of the most grue- 
some forms imaginable—and that the sentence was 
endorsed by the appeals court,” says Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans for 17 March in an editorial on 
page 18. “In the present emotional campaign over the 
executions the oddest arguments are used; that the six 
were supposed to be ‘freedom fighters’ who should be 
treated as prisoners of war and that South Africa already 
has enough martyrs. As far as the first argument is 
concerned: The six committed a crime not against the 
government or the security forces. The victim was a 
fellow black citizen. As for the second argument: It 
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would be a sad day indeed when people who have 
committed the most heinous crimes were shown mercy 
because of the fear that martyrs may be created. That 
would give the unconditional green light to lawlessness.” 


Press Review for 21 Mar 
MB210930 [Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY TIMES Asks Mercy for Sharpeville Six — An 
editorial on page 22 of Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English for 20 March states that “the Sharpeville Six 
are guilty of a heinous crime. They must be severely, very 
severely, punished.” But in arguing against the death 
penalty the editorial notes that mercy should not be seen 
as bowing to political pressure. ““While no self-respecting 
state will permit itself to be pushed into wrong decisions 
simply because they are demanded by often cynical 
outsiders, it is equally true a responsibly administered 
state should not refuse to take an obviously wise decision 
simply because of the fear that it might look as if it is 
buckling under to others.” “There are cogent arguments 
why this is a case where justice should be tempered with 
mercy—not because others demand it, but because it is 


right.” 


SUNDAY STAR on Need for Sensitive Leaders — An 
editorial on page 12 of Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
STAR in English for 20 March examines “the political 
debris produced in the past week of turmoil in South 
Africa.” The message of the Krugersdorp bomb “seemed 
to be that not all the security clampdowns in the world 
would put an end to this brand of senseless killing until 
the underlying causes of the violence have been 
addressed.” In the case of the Sharpeville Six, “it is 
imperative for those in power to show sensitivity and 
generosity wherever possible if the bitter legacy of apart- 
heid is ever to end. With each execution for politically- 
motivated crimes, negotiations for a peaceful future 
become more difficult and remote.” “Each wave of 
government repression is being met with increased 
anger, escalating tension and increased potential for 
violence.” The editorial concludes that “it is time to 
expend our energy in tackling the real issues of the day.” 


New Budget Only Beginning — In the “Talking Cents” 
column on the same page, Harry Schwarz notes that the 
new state budget calls for a decline, in real terms, in state 
spending. “If this is carried through, the budget might 
well represent the promised turning point and the com- 
mencement of the policy of reducing the state share in 
the economy.” But he questions whether “there is the 
capacity and will to carry out this policy to its logical 
conclusion.” “If the budget contained meaningful incen- 
tives to the private sector to encourage fixed investment, 
to stimulate inward industrialisation and to seek 
increased exports, a contraction in state expenditure 
might well be offset by the greater contribution to the 
GDP of the private sector. The budget, however, con- 
tains little in this direction.” “The medicine which needs 
to be swallowed by South Africans to get the economy 
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right, and in the process also put the country on a path 
where political solutions can be more readily found, is 
harsh and u palatable and so is a ready object for 
political exploitation. There should be the courage of 
those in power to administer the medicine and the 
foresight of those in opposition who seek power to 
recognise the need and not to take advantage of emo- 
tional reaction.” 


ILANGA Sees Need for Reform Action — “The address 
by Dr Gerrit Viljoen, the minister of education and 
development aid, when he officially opened a session of 
the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly, shows that the 
National Party clearly recognizes the need for reform in 
education, the economy, and other aspects of develop- 
ment,” says an editorial on page 10 of Durban ILANGA 
in Zulu for 17-19 March. “However, what we cannot 
fathom is whether the government is aware that its 
statements need to be followed by concrete action. We 
do not understand just how black rights are protected in 
this country. Neither do we understand how, if the 
pursuit of happiness aad the indivi<‘ual’s dignity are 
protected, there is so much sorrow among blacks, and 
oppression through apartheid. We feel that the ruling 
party should stand up and be serious about impiement- 
ing reform, instead of making empty promises and 
procrastinating.” 


STAR Urges State Cuts — An editorial on 
page 10 of Johannesburg THE STAR in English for 21 
March observes that the botiom line of the impact of the 
new budget is whether “the government can deliver what 
it has promised...” “Although privatisation will Go much 
to boost state revenues, Mr Botha must not fall into the 
trap of overlooking cuts in government spending as an 
added (and crucial) tool in balancing the budget.” 
“Faced with an economic recession 2 years ago, the 
private sector slashed costs, raised productivity, and 
trimmed away fat. This is precisely what Pretoria should 
be doing now.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Lesson of Sharpeville — “There 
have been many changes for the better” since the killings 
in Sharpeville, says a page 6 editorial in the 21 March 
issue of Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English. “But 
after all those years the country seems little nearer to 
solving its political problems, and Sharpeville’s name 
remains a relevant rallying cry against apartheid. Gov- 
ernment repression goes on, with bannings and deten- 
tions...” 


SOWETAN on Sharpeville Legacy — Commenting on 


Sharpeville and the events of 1960, an editorial on page 
4 of Johannesburg SOWETAN in English says that 
“South Africa learned nothing from that traumatic 
year.” “Most blacks came to accept the repeal of the pass 
laws 2 years ago as an empty gesture. Bitterness and 
anger have seeped in deeply.” ““We refuse to see that the 
bans we slapped on the PAC and the ANC in 1960 have 
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hau very little effect. We refuse to learn that the state of 
emergency we imposed in 1960 had no effect. We refuse 
to tackle the causes of bitterness, of the permanent crisis. 
And until we face up to our responsibilities as citizens, as 
parents, as leaders, this country wil. continue hurtling to 
disaster.” 


NEW NATION on Government Repression — A front- 
page editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION in 
English for |7-23 March warns that this could be its last 
edition. “‘Our challenge to the media curbs has been an 
attempt to shake off government efforts to muzzle the 
free flow of information. The closure of the NEW 
NATION would not be the first attack on basic demo- 
cratic freedoms—nor would it be the last. The interesting 
coincidence is that the government chose to supress 
basic freedoms, and silence dissenting voices, while 
claiming it was in the process of ‘extending democracy’.” 
“We still have faith that the evils of apartheid can be 
stripped away, so that true democracy will prevail, where 
everyone can be part of a new society—an ideal for 
which the NEW NATION has worked since its incep- 
tion. The only question is: Is there still time?” 


Challenge to ‘Objective’ Journalism — An unsigned 
commentary on page 6 notes that “given the conditions 
under which the publication was conceived, and the 
government’s determination to silence every dissenting 
voice, it would have been naive to think that the news- 
paper could avoid a confrontation with the govern- 
ment.” Yet, despite bannings, seizures, and police raids, 
the NEW NATION “continued relentlessly to pursue the 
ideals it had set out to achieve—truth, freedom, justice, 
and love.” One of the factors that “distinguishes the 
NEW NATION from other newspapers is that its report- 
ers and editor have challenged the view that absolute 
objectivity should be the rule.” The paper “pointed out 
from the outset that when newspapers claim to be neutral 
they are in fact serving the interests of the ruling class. 
For newspapers to be relevant to the people, they must 
reflect their social reality...” 


RAPPORT Supports Strict Security — Johannesburg 
RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 20 March says in a page 28 
editorial that the “lucid pleas for clemency for the 
Sharpeville Six are in sharp contrast to the deafening 
silence about the cruel death of a defenseless victim.” 
The annual meeting of the South African Foundation 
says there is growing concern in Britain about what is 
happening to the “moderate middle ground” in South 
Africa. ““We should be more concerned about a newspa- 
per report accusing oppressive apartheid as the guilty 
party, and the general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches who opposes the death penalty in 
political trials.” “It is a pity that democratic principles 
should be questioned in South Africa. There are forces 
who will leave no stone unturned in order to force their 
tyranny upon us. If strict measures are necessary to fight 
this—for the sake of the ‘moderate middle ground’— 
then they should be introduced.” 
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Benin 


PRPB Central Committee Approves IMF Program 
AB191408 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] It was with the expression of great satisfaction 
and faith in the steadfast will of our party to lead the 
country out of the crisis that President Kerekou yester- 
day afternoon declared the end of the meeting of the 
Central Committee of the Peopie’s Revolutionary Party 
of Benin (PRPB]. For 2 days the third extraordinary 
session of the fourth Central Committee thoroughly 
examined important issues concerning the draft budget 
projects and reports on negogiations with the IMF on a 
structural adjustment program, a program which, when 
adopted, will be consistently implemented by our avant- 
garde political authorities and by all Beninese people. It 
is the duty of the party, which has the heavy and historic 
task of shielding the country from misery, to inform the 
people about this program and explain why it is being 
adopted to enable it to achieve the desired results. These 
are the main themes developed in the closing speech of 
President Kerekou, chairman of the PRPB Central Com- 
mittee at the end of the third extraordinary session of the 
fourth Central Committee. 


[Begin recording] Fellow comrades and members of the 
PRPB, today the persistent world economic crisis is 
taking all nations in the world to task whether big or 
small, rich or poor. All peor ies and states are increas- 
ingly becoming aware of the need for solidarity and 
cooperation in order to save humanity from poiitical, 
economic, and sociocultural downfall. Under these con- 
sitions, the only choice left for the world community is to 
strive resolutely and harmoniously for the establishment 
of a new, fairer, and more humane world economic 
order. 


In regard to our country, the People’s Republic of Benin, 
now that the general consensus has been obtained with 
our partners, it is up to our people, to our party, and to 
our revolutionary state to show courage and self-denial 
in the consistent implementation of the structural adjust- 
ment program of our national economy which will be 
finalized with the authorities of the IMF and the World 
Bank. That is why we need to praise here the farsighted- 
ness and sense of responsibility that our present session 
showed in the critical analysis of the draft national 
operational budget and the annual investment plans for 
the 1988 fiscal year. In fact, the courageous and patriotic 
decision we have just made to continue our negotiations 
{words indistinct] Bank are certainly the expression of a 
national political desire to ensure at all costs the revival 
of our national economy and of national production. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Kerekou Receives GDR Deputy Foreign Minister 
AB191721 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 18 Mar 88 


[Text] President Mathieu Kerekou early this evening 
received in audience Mr Heinz Dieter Winter, deputy 
foreign minister of the German Democratic Republic. 
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After the audience, the East German minister presented 
to the minister of interior, public security, and territorial 
administration, a consignment of sports equipment. At 
the end of the brief ceremony, Dr Heinz Dieter Winter 
told reporter Andre-Marie Johnson the 2im of his dis- 
cussion with the head of state. 


[Begin recording] [Winter] I have just had the great 
honor of being received by the president of the People’s 
Republic of Benin. It was a very friendly discussion that 
reflects the traditional friendly relations that exist 
between the German Democratic Republic and the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Benin and between our two peoples. I 
transmitted the most cordial greetings of Comrade Erich 
Honecker, secretary general of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany and chairman of the GDR Council of State. 
The president replied to these (?wishes) and sent his 
most cordial greetings to His Excellency Honecker. Dur- 
ing the audience, we touched on the major problems of 
international politics and discussed the development of 
relations between our two nations and cooperation. I 
informed the president on the current activities of the 
GDR to reinforce peace in central Europe and to con- 
tribute to the process of disarmament, especially nuclear 
disarmanvent, in order to be able to develop the conti- 
nent. Br, Benin and the GDR have hailed as a very 
important historic event the signing in Washington of 
the /reuty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range 
Missiles and our two countries support the other activi- 
ties thai are now going to follow [words indistinct]. In 
line with our policy, I extended an invitation to the 
president of your country to participate in the interna- 
tional meeting on the issue of the creation of nuclear-free 
zones throughout the world. 


[Johnson] The coop:ration between the GDR and the 
People’s Republic of Benin is very fruitful. I saw that a 
short while ago you presented a consignment of sports 
equipment to the interior minister. What is the signifi- 
cance of this presentation? 


[Winter] it is a rather symbolic and quite modest gesture 
that represents the nature of our solidarity with the 
people of Benin, the people of your party. It is a gift from 
our Solidarity committee for the comrades who work 
here at the presidency. These are mostly sports articles, 
sports wear. [words indistinct}. [end recording] 


Benin, Niger Ministers Tour Train Stations 
AB191732 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] The transportation ministers of Benin and 
Niger arrived in the Borgou Province yesterday to 
inspect the OCBN [Joint Benin-Niger Railway and 
Transport Organization] infrastructures. Here is a report 
by Francois Agossou: 


[Begin recording] The purpose of the trip to Borgou 
Province by the Niger minister of transport and tourism 
is to give new impetus to and revamp the OCBN 
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infratructures. Moussa Amadou Gros, accompanied by 
his Beninese counterpart, arrived this afternoon in Para- 
kou by special train. The two ministers, Soule Dankoro 
and Moussa Amadou Gros, decided to go to Borgou 
Province on a fact finding tour on the Joint Benin-Niger 
Railway and Transport Organization so as to find solu- 
tions to the problems that the common organization is 
currently confronted with. The visit is therefore part of 
the periodic exchanges in the field of transportation 
between Niger and Benin. The two ministers will inspect 
all the railway and transport installations in the prov- 
ince. [passage omitted) 


The special train, which left Cotonou this morning at 
0830 GMT, arrived at Parakou at about 1700 GMT, 
after stopping at stations like Alada, Gogbo, Bohicon, 
Datsa, and Save. During this journey, which was 
extremely busy, the two ministers inspected the build- 
ings of the various train stations, most of which are more 
than 30 years old. Nevertheless, they appreciated the 
efforts to rehabilitate various parts of the railway. An 
example is that of Cotonou-Goudoume. Certain parts of 
the network need urgent and effective repairs by the 
technical services. The Save-Parakou section needs 
urgent attention. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Burkina Faso 


Compaore Receives EEC Official, Saudi Envoy 
AB182221 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 18 Mar 88 


{Excerpt] The head of state received (Giovani Bersani- 
),the co-chairman of the African, Caribbean, and Pacific 
countries ACP/EEC [word indistinct] assembly, and 
Mohamed Rajah, the Saudi charge d’affaires to Burkina 
Faso. At the end of the audience, the Saudi envoy 
declared that the cooperation between his country and 
Burkina Faso is to be emulated and that it was based on 
islamic solidarity, friendship, and the fraternity between 
the two peoples. In turn, Mr Giovani Bersani indicated 
that his talks with the head of state focused on the 
cooperation existing between the European Economic 
Community and Burkina Faso and he talked about new 
ways to strengthen these bilateral relations. [passage 
omitted] 


Compaore Holds International Press Conference 
AB191101 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] The major event in our country is | 

conferenc’ that Popular Front Chairman Captain Blaise 
Compaore granted yesterday evening to the press. In 
addition to national news reporters, there were represen- 
tatives of ASSOCIATED PRESS of the United States, 
TASS of the Soviet Union, and AGENCE FRANCE 
PRESSE of France. Sacre Seydou Ouedraogo was there: 


WEST AFRICA 


[Begin recording] Several national and foreign journal- 
ists asked the head of state for more precise details about 
the major current issues, namely the statutes and action 
program of the Popular Front. On the statues, Capt 
Blaise Compaore, for example answered questions on 
relations between religious associations and the Popular 
Front; the new reactionary politica! parties; the Popular 
Front as a future party; and the coexistence of various 
political organizations within the Popular Front. Several 
other questions were asked in regard to the statutes. 


The interview started smoothly in a very relaxed atmo- 
sphere. On the action program, the questions were 
mainly on the economic aspect of the program. President 
Compaore explained relations between the Popular 
Front and businessmen and the relation between 
employment and the action program, particularly its 
relevance to the 5-year development plan. However, the 
reporters also asked general questions. They asked about 
the present role of the People’s Revolutionary Tribunals 
since the management of the deviationist wing of the 
CNR was found guilty of underhanded deals and embez- 
zlement of funds. The president also spoke of the alleged 
police harrassment of Mariam Sankara as reported by 
certain elements of ihe press; the issue of separate 
management of the Abidjan-Niger railway; the 15 Octo- 
ber detainees; the struggle against corruption; and the 
problem of disarmament. 


This press conference is important because it is the first 
attended by national and foreign journalists, and also 
because of the depth of the questions asked and the 
answe:s given. This press conference will be broadcast in 
full tomorrow. The time will be given in later casts. [end 
recording] 


Former Leaders To Be Tried 
AB191239 Paris AFP in French 1149 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 19 Mar (AFP)}—The former lead- 
ers of the National Council of the Revolution (CNR, 
highest political body under the Thomas Sankara 
regime) will be tried by the People’s Revolutionary 
Tribunals (TPR’s) while the former Burkinabe political 
parties remain banned, the Burkinabe head of state, 
Captain Blaise Compaore, announced yesterday evening 
in a press conference in Ouagadougou. The head of state, 
who was providing some clarifications on the various 
decisions made recently by the Popular Front (the 
country’s leading body for 5 months now), also stated his 
intention to release some personalities arrested and 
detained following the 15 October 1987 coup d'etat. He 
however, did not fix any date nor give any names. 
Several soldiers as well as several leaders of the Union 
for Communist Struggles-Renovation (ULCR), includ- 
ing Valere Some and Basile Guissou, two former minis- 
ters under Thomas Sankara, were arrested on 15 Decem- 
ber last year for “endangering state security.” 
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Capt Compaore also confirmed that the former Commit- 
tees for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR’s), which 
were dissolved a week ago, would be disarmed and that 
it is now the duty of the newly created Revolutionary 
Committees (CR’s) to recover the weapons that were in 


their possession. 


President Compaore later laid emphasis on the role of 
People’s Revolutionary Tribunals (TPR). “It is necessary 
to retain them in order to uphold morality within the 
Burkinabe society,” Capt Compaore asserted, announc- 
ing, nevertheless, that certain trials that were conducted 
during Thomas Sarkara’s term of office would be 
reviewed. He also denied rumors that Mariam Sankara, 
widow of the former head of state, was facing adminis- 
trative and police harassment. “It is misinformation,” he 
asserted. 


In addition, the Burkinabe head of state provided a 
certain number of clarifications concerning the new 
structures and the action program of the Popular Front 
which, he asserted, “will never become a political party.” 
He also announced the meting before the end of 1988 of 
the first congress of the Popular Front in order to set up 
the Coordination Bureau and Executive Council—two 
major bodies within the new program—to enable them 
to start work. 


The congress will meet every 2 years with representatives 
of political movements and organizations that will have 
adopted the Popular Front’s action program. He out- 
lined the country’s political aims and objectives. “All 
parties and mass organizations can join the Popular 
Front with the exception of former reactionary parties.” 
he asserted. “As we go along we will be able to make the 
necessary distinctions,” he added. 


Discussing the landlocked condition of Burkina Faso, 
the head of state stressed, in particular, the need to 
relaunch the activities of the Abidjan-Niger Railway 
Administration (RAN). “A meeting is currently taking 
place in Abidjan and between now and April, we will 
know exactly what form of management, joint or sepa- 
rate, will be adopted between the two countries,” he 
revealed. The RAN, a veritable driving force for the 
Burkinabe economy, was threatened with liquidation 
due to constant deficit. Its debt in 1987 amounted to 
nearly 80 billion CFA francs (FR1.6 billion), more than 
half of which stems from contributions owed by Burkina. 


Finally, the Burkinabe head of state announced his 
schedule for visits. He is expected in Algeria on 28 
March for an official visit. In April, he also hopes to visit 
Nigeria, followed by the Frontline states (southern Afri- 
ca) before attending the OAU summit in May. President 
Compaore also recalled some foreign policy decisions 
made by his country following the 15 October 1987 coup 
d'etat. “Burkina’s abstention during voting on New 
Caledonia at the United Nations did not constitute a 
change in its foreign policy,” he affirmed. “It is simply 
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because these votes took place shortly after the coup 
d'etat and we did not have enough objective material to 
give voting directives to the Burkinabe representative.” 


Introductory Statement 
AB191554 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] The head of state yesterday evening gave a press 
conference attended by a group of national and foreign 
correspondents represented by the AGENCE FRANCE 
PRESSE, TASS of the Soviet Union, THE ASSOCI- 
ATED PRESS of the United States, and the BBC of 
Great Britain. Without much ado, | invite you to listen 
to the Captain Blaise Compaore’s introductory state- 
ment to that press conference. 


[Begin recording] Comrades and friends of the national 
and international press, first of all, | want to thank you 
for coming to us to secure information on the national 
political situation at this very time when perspectives on 
the organization of our people, their struggle, and the 
building of the new society are becoming more clear. As 
you are fully aware, a few days ago, two fundamental 
documents—the statutes of the Popular Front and the 
Popular Front’s Action Program—were made public. 
This evening, we shall try to discuss together the contents 
of these documents, of course, but also we shall discuss 
our expectations and our ambition. That is what we are 
going to do this evening. 


The statutes, as you have read, constitute for us a sort of 
ambition in the area of democratization of our society. It 
is a challenge, it is a struggle for which we are personally 
committed first of all, and then collectively committed 
through the Coordinating Committee of the Popular 
Front, and of course, all the members of the Popular 
Front and its final organizations that will be established 
during the first congress, which we hope will take place 
this year. Of course, what is remarkable about these 
statutes is that they have committed the leaders and our 
people to assume their total responsibilities in the area of 
democracy because through these statutes, we can have a 
clear vision of the link between the top and the grass- 
roots, which has not always been the case in this country. 
One can see that through these statutes, there are a 
number of structural organizations that enable the grass- 
roots to actively take part in democratic expression, in 
the administration of public and political affairs, from 
the local level, that is the provinces, up to the topmost 
level of the state, of the highest political organization, 
which is the Popular Front. This is, therefore, a very 
important remark I would like to make, and I believe the 
rest is only a matter of work, the organization of our 
people through its unity for the struggle that we have 
been conducting to meet certain basic needs of these 


people. 


Apart from that, there is, of course the Action Program. 
This Action Program is like a charter for us. It is a draft 
program for a new society for us and for our people. And 
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in it we have clearly defined how we intend to act 
politically; how we are going to struggle to make the 
unity of our people more solid, and also ensure for this 
country a genuine democracy. As you know, it must be 
understood that this gathering of people will demand a 
lot of effort on our part, considering a certain number of 
interest in society that always drive us toward the same 
objectives. But it is a task that must be undertaken, and 
we are ready to do so. On the political scene, therefore, it 
is the building of this state of popular democracy, and we 
intend to bring everybody along with us — all those who 
will accept our program; all those who are against the 
weakening of our economy; against the cultural alien- 
ation of our people, all those who will fight with us to 
safeguard national and international sovereignty, the 
people’s sovereignty. This, on the political scene, is what 
we should expect as a struggle, as a fight. I think this is 
the essential thing at the political level. 


On the economic level, we have said several times that 
there cannot be the satisfaction of needs without the 
creation of wealth, without the accumulation of wealth, 
without the growth of the productive forces. This is going 
to be our task at the economic level. And of course, you 
will see through this program that we did not at all try to 
develop any fuzzy ideas for the social development of 
our economy. We started with the realities of our society. 
We started with asking how to stimulate our resources 
and our economy in order to make rapid progress by 
gathering as many forces as possible capable of resolving 
the economic problems without any diversion, without 
getting us into a situation that would not at all benefit 
our people. This is our task at the economic level. 


Of course, we also touched the cultural aspect in this 
program. This cultural aspect for us is a struggle for a life 
that will enable us to keep our own identity, to show that 
there are people living in a given space who need 
freedom, who need some culture to understand the 
world, people who want to work for themselves and for 
others, for the well being of this country. We need to take 
into consideration the many positive contributions our 
national culture has made so that in our effort to develop 
a mixture of cultures, we can find a proud Burkinabe 
devoted to his country, capable of working for himself 
and for others, capable of progress, friendship, and peace 
in the world. We have tried to highlight all these in the 
program, and other specific actions, sometime second- 
ary. But what you need to constantly keep in mind is that 
this program for us represents first of all, the unity of the 
people and the implementation of the traditional tasks of 
development, it the need to work to democratize our 
society and to secure the growth of our productive forces 
and the material wealth for the satisfaction of our basic 
needs. This, in a nutshell, is what is contained in these 
two documents and I await your questions to further 
explain all the aspects of these two documents. [end 
recording] 
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183 Mar Press Conference 
AB201300 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1925 GMT 19 Mar &8 


[Press conference given by Burkinabe President Blaise 
Compaore to national and international press in Ouaga- 
dougou on 18 March 1988—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Reporter] Comrade presi- 
dent, the press conference will bz divided into three parts 
as follows: The first part will concern the statutes of the 
Popular Front, the second part will concern the action 
program, and the third part will be on general questions. 
Let us move on to the first part. Each journalist taking 
the floor should please introduce himself and say the 
name of the organization he is working for. 


[Reporter] [Name indistinct] Radio Burkina. Comrade 
president, according to the statutes of the Popular Front, 
only organizations can be members of this body. Why 
only organizations when we know that there are some 
individuals who do not belong io any leftist organization 
but who, however, would like to be members of the 
Popular Front. 


[Compaore] I must first of all point out that the Popular 
Front does not intend to group what is commonly known 
as the leftist organizations. Its intention is to group 
Burkinabe men and women who want to work for the 
achievement of tasks under our Action Program. This 
means that we want to make the Popular Front a tool for 
broadening democracy, for unity, for winning this strug- 
gle. As you know, in social struggles, the role of the 
individual is inferior in relation to the role of the masses. 
This is why, during our 10 January rally, we stressed the 
need to organize the people of Burkina. It is true, we 
believe, that individuals can make positive contributions 
toward social progress and our program. 


We believe that these individuals in the collectives could 
join the Popular Front in order to contribute further to 
implementing our Action Program. At the level of the 
Popular Front, we should first of all avoid what one 
could perhaps refer to as supporters, that is people who 
will come and join the Popular Front as individuals 
when there are organizations for youth, for women, and 
elders. This seems a little bit difficult to accept. I do not 
know if it is out of personal ambition or [changes 
thought]...But in our view, this seems a little bit compli- 
cated to understand. The contributions of a political 
Organization like the Popular Front will certainly be 
diminished if we were to accept the membership of 
individuals. This does not mean that we should not work 
towards broadening democracy. It is for this very reason 
that we do not accept individuals in the Popular Front. 


[passage omitted] 


{Kourouma] Issaka Kourouma, Burkina Broadcasting 
Service. Comrade President, on the same theme, at the 
onset of the rectification process, you said that religious 


FBIS-AFR-88-054 
21 March 1988 


associations were allowed to join the Popular Front. 
Today, with the publication of the statutes of the Popular 
Front, does this decision still hold? 


{Compaore] In principle this is true. Any religious orga- 
nization that accepts our program and is ready to strive 
to implement the program has the right to join the 
Popular Front. It can apply for membership. In reality, 
religious associations in general claim to be nonpolitical, 
although this is somehow a political stand. Moreover, I 
believe that in regard to the religious organizations and 
even trade unions, we are less concerned about the 
physical presence of these bodies within the front. We 
are more interested in the recognition that these associ- 
ations give to us through their agreement to discuss 
issues with us, to participate in, accept, and associate 
themselves with the Popular Front especially at a certain 
number of major debates on issues concerning the entire 
society. 


We are pleased by the fact that on 9 and 10 January, 
trade unionists and militants, Burkinabe men and wom- 
en, joined hands to examine the national situation and 
plan the future together. That is what counts, I believe. 
Physical presence is not important. The important thing 
is to accept discussions and hold debates on national 
issues. That is the most important thing. 


[Ouedraogo] Comrade president, it is a fact that reac- 
tionary parties have been disbanded and yet these reac- 
tionary parties are springing up in other forms as though 
by Caesarean section and they claim support for the 
Popular Front. In such a situation, how will you manage 
to distinguish between the tares and the good seed? 


[{Compaore] What do you mean by reactionary parties? 
What do you mean by reactionary parties? 


[Ouedraogo] I believe reactionary parties are those right- 
wing and extreme-rightist parties as well as traditional 
rightist parties: | am referring, for example, to the 
National Union for the Defense of Democracy [UNDD}]; 
1 am also referring to the RDA [African Democratic 
Rally), which are known to be so. These parties are 
supposed to be disbanded, however we know that they 
have come up in other forms and are now claiming 
support for the Popular Front. It would be interesting to 
find out, as chairman of the Popular Front, how you 
intend to distinguish between the tares and the good 
seeds in this fray? 


[Compaore] Don’t go yet, let me ask you this: what 
makes you describe the UNDD and RDA as reactionar- 
ies? 


[Ouedraogo] In fact, I'm referring to the old parties 
which have been disbanded. Under the Third Republic, 
you referred to the RDA and the UNDD as reactionar- 
ies, didn’t you? Comrade President, I think by taking 
stock of the 23 years of neocolonialism, one cannot 
dissociate these parties; and in fact, the national political 
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life was dominated by these parties that I have just 
mentionec, even though these are noi the only parties, 
because I did not have time to mention them all. These 
parties, in any case, are partly responsible for the reac- 
tionary management of the country during the 23 years 
before the revolution. 


[Compaore] I am happy to hear you talk about taking 
stock of these parties. | must say that the labeling of a 
party depend, on its manifesto, its profession of faith— 
that is, its theoretical program and how it is put into 
practice in the field. [passage omitted] 


I think what is important to us as revolutionaries is to 
wait and see these organizations at work in the field to 
see whether in actual fact they are consistent anti- 
imperialists, or whether these organizations are only 
counter-revolutionary instruments. I think it will serve 
no useful purpose to rush into labeling these organiza- 


tions. [passage omitted} 


[Issaka Lingani of the written press] Comrade president, 
according to the Statute, each mass political organization 
will be autonomous within the Popular Front. How will 
this principle work since each organization may have a 
particular interest different from the others? 


{[Compaore] | think this is the price to pay for democra- 
cy. You see, we must not think that we can have the 
expression of democracy without these struggles among 
the centers of interest and struggles among the view- 
points of (?young) people or political sens:bilities that 
are not always diversified. Running a democracy in a 
meaningful way requires that people be allowed to 
express themselves, because in Burkina Faso, you are 
well aware that there are all kinds of currents. Even 
among the pvople, there are communist ideas, there is 
the reformis< current, there are patriots, there are all 
these curreats. And if we want the meaningful expression 
of demecracy, we must work to ensure that all the 
democratic moveisents, all these currents, can express 
their opinions, fight, and work so that the strongest 
ideas, the most just ideas, continue to direct our process. 
This is partially what it involves. But while it is certain 
that we will have these problems to handle, do not forget 
also that what is interesting for us is the protective 
barriers built into this program, it is these limits given to 
each of the organizations. For there are clearly defined 
duties and rights, and it (?is up to) us to make sure that 
each, within these limits, stays in his place and accepts 
the law of the majority, the law of the fairest ideas, and 
sO On. 


[Daniel Tapsoba of National Television] In the interest 
of clarity, can we know what are the political organiza- 
tions Or mass Organizations that currently make up the 
Popular Front? 


{Compaore] Well, I think that presently there is a prob- 
lem of organization. There is a problem with a perma- 
nent establishment of the internal organs of the Popular 
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Front. In other words, as of now, there exist (?12) mass 
Organizaitons which, since 15 October or 16 October, 
have defined their position with regard to the Front. This 
means that hey participate actively in the political 
action of the Popular Front. As a result, in the Popular 
Front, we currently have all those who are fighting, or 
who have fought for the rectification process. We have 
all those organs that have not as yet been renewed, such 
as th: UFB [Union of Burkinabe Women] . UNAB 
[National Union of Burkina Elders], and so on. All these 
mass Organizations that accept the revolution, that 
accept the rectification process are with the Popular 
Front, are member organizations of the Popular Front. 
Now, there are others, of course, organizations that had 
worked with the CNR. But the fact remains that we still 
have to work to enable these permanent organs to clearly 
specify the participants. And that will, of course, be done 
between now and the end of the year, I believe. 


[Cheick Bouraimah of the print media] Structurally, the 
Popular Front is establishing its presence right in the 
small villages to organize and mobilize the masses. Can 
we consider the Popular Front, in that sense, as the 
embryo for the (?future posts.) 


[Compaore] Precisely, the Popular Front is going to be 
established right in the villages, which, in our view, will 
enable us to carry out the program of the Popular Front. 
The Popular Front’s program is a program of purpose, it 
is not a party program. Therefore, we do not think the 
Popular Front should be turned into a party. The expe- 
rience in certain countries—Algeria, Mozambique, 
Angola, and others—have shown how liberation fronts 
formed during the struggle for liberation were trans- 
formed into parties. But as far as we are concerned, for 
the time being, we will stick to the program of the 
Popular Front we have just drawn. Of course, there can 
be parties within a Front. But we are going to implement 
the program of the Front with the components of the 
Front. 


[Reporter] Concerning reactionary parties... 
[Compaore] What do you mean by reactionary parties? 


[Reporter] This is precisely my question to you. You hzd 
defined the reactionary parties that will be disbanded. 
For those of us foreigners who do not quite understand 
the definition, we would like to know what you refer to 
as reactionary parties? 


[Compaore] Reactionary parties—we have seen them in 
our country in theory and in practice. We have lived with 
them in theory and in practice, and when we speak about 
them, we know their nature and their form. They can be 
defined simply as political organizations created and 
maintained by an exploitative social class in our society; 
they are parties created to defend the interests of the 
political bourgeoisie, the compradore bourgeoisie; the 
bureaucratic bourgeoisie of conservative feudal forces. 
They are thus parties that were created to form a 
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Strategi’ and doubtful alliance within internationai 
imperia\ism. This, in a nutshell, is what we mean by 
reactionary. Today, we plan to organize the people 
against all these organizations; against all those who 
intend to work against our program; work to weaken our 
economy with international capital, for for the cultural 
alienation of our people, and so on. It is a pity that you 
are a foreigner because all of us here know the reaction- 
ary parties, especially those that will be disbanded. 


[Reporter] Comrade president, my question is on the 
functions of the Popular Front. Is it going to play the role 
of a political organization [words indistinct] 


{Compaore] We have a political organization whose role 
often coincides with that of the people’s authority, from 
the summit to the grassroots. But we hope that with time, 
the limits of the people’s authority and that of the 
political organization will be clearly defined. [passage 
omitted] 


{Name indistinct] Nearly 6 months after the establish- 
ment of the rectification process, do you think you have 
won back the confidence of businessmen who were 
invited to support and undertake activities for the imple- 
mentation of the Action Program of the Popular Front? 


{Compaore] I believe that winning the confidence of 
businessmen should be an ongoing process, considering 
what we know about the quality of these businessmen, 
especially the local ones. Since we know that what often 
hampers their progress is their illiteracy, which often 
restricts them mainly to the import and export aspect of 
business, because they think their business can best 
flourish in [words indistinct]. But they must be encour- 
aged to go into the industrial sector, the more dynamic 
enterpr'ses in the economic sector. So there is a contin- 
uous task to perform at this level. But we hope that with 
the democratization of the society, that is, the constant 
consultation between businessmen and other organs of 
the state—which should be the watchword everywhere— 
we will succeed in helping these businessmen to better 
understand our program and we will better understand 
their problem. But this is all a continuing process, 
especially when we know what frightens the business- 
men. [passage omitted] 


[Bagien] Amidou Bagien of the print media. Comrade 
President, is there any relationship between the Action 
Program and the DOP [Political Orienta‘.on Speech] on 
the one hand, and the 5-year development plans? And 
what will be the duration of this Action Program? 


{Compaore}] The duration of the Action Program is the 
amount of time that it will take to implement all that is 
drawn up in the program. Do you know how long that will 
take? Maybe 20 or 30 years. It all depends on the amount of 
time we are all going to put into implementing the program. 
Is that clear? All right, that’s all there is to it! 
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The Political Orientation Speech, as the name suggests, 
IS a political orientation; 't serves as the theoretical basis 
of the Action Program, whereas the Action Program 
Outlines the practical steps toward achieving the objec- 
tives we have assigned ourselves. The 5-year develop- 
ment plans will be drawn up on the basis of the Action 
Program. It will be our duty to decide which of the items 
in the program will be implemented on a priority basis. 
That is why an action program can spread out to cover 
several 5-year development plans. But all these 5-year 
development plans are going tc be based on the Action 
Program. It is a set goal. We have to spread them out into 
5-year development plans, but the implementation of a 
given plan depends on the rapidity with which we go 
about it. 


[Mako] Yerman Mako, ASSOCIATED PRESS. The 
national coordinator of popular organizations, Captain 
Ye, said on Wednesday [16 Marchj that the weapons of 
the CDR’s [Committees for the Defense of the Revolu- 
tion] would be handed over to the Revolutionary Com- 
mittees. How do you expect to go about this without any 
major friction between the former organization and the 
new one? 


{Compaore] I must tell you that the weapons do not 
belong to the CDR’s. They belong to the people and I 
think the CDR’s also stili belong to the people. In this 
case, you must rather speak of the redistribution of 
responsibilities among the people and I do not think this 
will create any problem. 


We shall now move on to the third aspect of these 
discussions on questions of general interest. 


[Issiaka] Lingani Issiaka of the written press. Are the 
TPR’s [People’s Revolutionary Tribunals] going to 
probe the management of the military and fascist wing of 
the CNR since rumors have it that members were 
involved in underhanded dealings and the misappropri- 
ation of funds? 


[Compaore] The TPR’s have indeed been instituted to 
judge underhanded dealings and the mismanagement of 
funds. They will surely be judged if it is established that 
they were involved in such offenses. But we must distin- 
guish between rumors and actual facts because you know 
as far as the people’s democratic revolution is concerned, 
the party is the best organized structure in the field of the 
management of public funds. If, in the former regime, 
any minister could easily instruct any company to build 
a school or to construct a dam or a hospital, that kind of 
practice is now abolished. Even the directors of admin- 
istrative and financial affairs of the ministries generally 
are accountable to the Ministry of Budget instead of the 
ministry for which they work. It means that there has 
been a lot of progress in the field of the management of 
public funds. The mismanagement of funds is henceforth 
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a thing of the past. This is an incontestable fact about the 
revolution. But I can assure you that the TPR’s are there 
to set everything right: mismanagement and any kind of 
underhanded dealings. 


[Pache Ladesiz} I have a question on current affairs. 
Rumors are currently circulating in Ouagadougou and 
perhaps even beyond the capital that a suitcase full of 
millions of francs was allegedly seized from the Sankara 
family. Is this true, Mr President? 


[Sankara] The Criminal Investigations Department of 
the police, of course, informed me about this case. But I 
think such cases rather fall under the rubric of human 
rights and they generally are not my direct concern. 
Investigations are still going on. 


[Ouedraogo] Patinga Ouedraogo, the National Radio. 
Mr President, all Ouagadougou dwellers often see the 
wife of the late president moving about freely in town. 
But this does not prevent certain foreign reporters from 
writing about her harassment by the police. Can you 
enlighten us on this matter? 


{Compaore] I will leave it to you to judge the manner in 
which your colleagues inform the people and the world. 
I would rather have liked you io have interviewed 
Comrade Mrs Sankara so that you could write your 
foreign colleagues about the truth. There is no way of 
avoiding this: We shall always be the object of disinfor- 
mation and mind poisoning. There are people who live 
on that. But we have to wage our war without always 
taking all that into account. 


[Reporter] Mr President, following your recent friendly 
working visit to Ivory Coast, many Burkinabe agreed 
that the RAN [Abidjan-Niger Railway Administration] 
management issue was no doubt raised. What is your 
opinion about this? The RAN management issue is 
different from the problem facing the company now 
What is your point of view, Comrade President? 


[Compaore] It is true that we discussed this issue at 
Yamoussoukro. Today, the RAN has accumulated a 
deficit of more that 50 billion CFA francs. This is 
considerable. Today we are trying to find solutions for 
the survival of the railroad between Ouagadougou and 
Abidjan. It is a question of studying the kind of manage- 

ment that will enable us to maintain the Ouagadougou- 

Abidjan line. I think a meeting is currently going on in 
Abidjan between our ministers and experts and we hope 
that by April, we shall know the kind of management to 
adopt. Joint management has its advantages and d:cad- 
vantages as separate management also has its conve- 
niences and inconvenieces. But I think by April, we shall 
know the kind of management to adopt between the two 
countries. 


[Reporter] What has happened to the detainees arrested 
since 15 October 19877. 
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[Compaore] It is true that, on the one hand, there are 15 
October detainees who are involved in issues of state 
security and detained at the Gendarmerie or the 
National Security Office, and, on the other hand, there 
are others accused of minor political offenses. Now that 
the Action Program has come out, it is normal that a 
certain number of them be released, and that will be 
done without delay. We can only do that according to 
our Action Program. We think that those who were 
detained will find something to do. If they love their 
country, they will have something to do. This is con- 
tained in the Action Program and we think they will join 
us for the implementation of this program. 


[Reporter] Comrade President, in your 10 March speech, 
you Said that your regime would wage a merciless war on 
corruption. Do you intend to continue with the TPR’s as 
they are, or do you have any other means of combating 
corruption and laziness? 


[Compaore] Concerning laziness, I think we need better 
organization in the ranks of our civil servants, for there 
are also civil servants who are jobless for the simple 
reason that the sharing of tasks has been badly organized 
in the ministries and services. We are going to make an 
effort in this connection. There is also a lot to do 
concerning the dedication and the professional con- 
science of civil servants. This is a simple question of 
education and it will also be looked into. Apart from 
that, we can of course talk about incentives. In this 
connection, I think we have made adequate efforts in the 
areas of salaries and freedom for the workers, because 
the worker’s security also has an effect on his output. So, 
to combat laziness, we are talking about education, 
incentives, and a better organization of work. 


Corruption can be regarded as a different problem. Of 
course, the TPR’s are there to impose sanctions on 
corruption. The TPR’s represent an achievement for our 
people and it is certain that they will continue to control 
corruption. It is true to say that in this field, corruption 
is always ahead of those who struggle against it. But we 
intend to organize national debates on corruption to 
enable a certain number of people with integrity to 
clearly explain how workers are corrupted in the areas of 
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customs and excise taxes, and real estate, for example. 
This will also allow us to find ways of struggling against 
corruption and those who corrupt. 


[Reporter] I would like to raise a point about the 
People’s Revolutionary Tribunals. It cannot be denied 
that the TPR’s put order into the management of public 
funds, but it is also certain that certain innocent people 
have been wrongly condemned at certain tribunal ses- 
sions. Do you not think that there are any errors to be 
corrected as far as the TPR’s are concerned? 


{[Compaore] There are certainly errors to be corrected. | 
think that before 15 October we made the decision to 
have the Ministry of Justice review court proceedings 
even at the level of the TPR’s, because in the past this 
happened only at the level of the standard tribunals. So 
it is now even possible to review the TPR’s, and I think 
some files have already been sent to the review council. 
Also, we have to admit that there is a certain publicity 
given to these trials on the radio. Some trials, of course, 
are good educational tools for the masses, but I think 
there are also some trials that demean workers. We will 
in the future try to sort out cases that should be referred 
to the TPR’s for a decision and those which should not. 
There are definitely a lot of things to be reviewed. 
[passage omitted] 


[Tapsoba] Isaac Tapsoba from AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE. From all that you have said so far, we realize 
that you are in full control of foreign policy for the time 
being. [passage indistinct] Have you scheduled any other 
trips to europe or other continents such as Asia? 


[Compaore] I will certainly have a busy schedule this 
year, particularly with my African trips. In addition to 
Algeria, which I will visit in April, I will also travel to 
Nigeria in the same month. I will also travel to some of 
the Frontline states. For the moment, that is what 
remains for me to do. There is also the OAU meeting in 
May. As for my schedule of trips to Europe and other 
continents, this has not yet been established. 


[Reporter] Comrade President, we thank you very much 
for the press conference that you have granted the 
national and international press. While wishing you 
success in the prompt implementation of all the policies 
that you have underlined, we say good night. 
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